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HAPPY SPRING! I HOPE THIS VOLUME OF THE MAA FINDS YOU DOING WELL. I AM LOOKING 
FORWARD TO WARMER SPRING WEATHER AND LONGER DAYS! 

While we are still living with the daily reminder of a pandemic, last year at this time we did not know 
when we would be able to be together in person again. Now, as I write this, we are three weeks away 
from our second in-person meeting at Harrisonburg, Va. While the meeting might be smaller and 
feel different than those past, I am looking forward to seeing everyone there!

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary this year, I want to encourage our members to get involved in 
the varied festivities. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our longer, four-day meeting in 

College Park, October 19-22, 2022. This meeting, in addition to our usual MARAC traditions, will feature two 
plenaries, an extra day of break-out sessions, as well as an exhibit on MARAC’s history. Additionally, our development coordinator, 
Margaret Turman Kidd, plans to run a silent auction to raise funds bolstering our Graduate School Archival Education Scholarship 
Fund. To facilitate this auction, Margaret is seeking donations from our talented MARAC members. If you are interested in donating an 
item, your time, or expertise please fill out this form.

To honor our varied membership, the 50th Anniversary Committee is also seeking submissions of virtual tours from members who 
wish to share their work or showcase their repositories. Tours should be recorded and can be as short as five minutes focusing on a 
collection, an exhibit, or an item, or as long as fifteen minutes touring your entire repository. There will also be an opportunity to 
participate in a virtual Q&A session around the College Park meeting. To participate use this form.

The Steering Committee, in an effort to make MARAC more transparent and streamlined, has recently approved three new policies and 
procedures: Steering Committee Procedures, Vendor Policy, and Privacy Policy. The Steering Committee Procedures explains when the 
committee meets, how proposals can be brought to the committee, how voting takes place, and how the activities of the committee will 
be reported to membership. The Privacy Policy describes how member information will be used and protected against theft or misuse. 
All the documents will be available on the MARAC website. Additionally, the Meetings Coordinating Committee along with MARAC 
Administrator, Sara Predmore, has created a new Meeting Planning Guide. The guide is a simplified, clearer version of our Meetings 
Manual and helps to clarify the work of both the Local Arrangements and Program Committees when planning future conferences. 
Finally, it is hard to believe that this is my fourth and final MAA column as MARAC Chair! While I still have a few months to serve, 
I do want to take a moment and thank everyone for supporting me in this role. It has been a pleasure to lead MARAC and work with 
the incredible members of the steering committee and membership as a whole. As we near a new leadership year, our Chair-Elect, Sara 
Borden, will be seeking members to take on new roles in standing committees and positions. If you are interested in becoming more 
involved in the organization please do not hesitate to reach out to me for more information. I am always available at chair@marac.info.

I look forward to what the future will bring to this wonderful organization, with my thanks again for the support and enthusiasm for 
the past year. I wish you all the best!

Tara R. Wink
MARAC Chair

MARAC Chair

TARA WINK

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhZViozqJ0da-SSVv1T9Eac-9xzkluhAaysTYuPkN8XDV_8Q/viewform
https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6zM27szk4xWRj82
mailto:chair%40marac.info?subject=
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON MARAC COMMITTEES

If you’ve been looking for a sign to get more volunteer work under your belt and get more involved with MARAC, this is it! As a 
volunteer-run organization, MARAC is regularly in need of enthusiastic members to serve in a variety of capacities. In the coming 
months, many members will be rotating off non-elected committees leaving open roles. If you are interested in serving MARAC in a 
greater capacity please contact, Sara Borden, at sara.a.borden@gmail.com. Please include a brief statement about your interests and 
skills in the email. We are especially interested in members who have never served the organization.

Each position requires a different level of time commitment and not all require regular meeting attendance. The abilities and availability 
of those interested will be considered when being appointed to a committee. The following committees have open positions:

•	 Communications	 •	 Diversity and Inclusion Education	 •	 Finance

•	 Meetings Coordinating	 •	 Membership Nominations and Elections	 •	 Web Team

For more information on the work of these specific committees and their roles in MARAC, see our Committees page. 

Do not hesitate to reach out with any questions about the positions, committees, or appointments. Please consider volunteering to serve 
MARAC; we cannot do the work we do without the help of our members. We are grateful for all you do and even more grateful for your 
service to the organization.

mailto:sara.a.borden%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.marac.info/committees
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University of Maryland, McKeldin Library by carmichaellibrary is marked with CC BY 2.0.
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Celebrating 50 Years at College Park
Come celebrate 50 years of archival education and camaraderie in the birthplace of MARAC: College Park, Md.! The Program 
and Anniversary Committees are putting together a fantastic four-day meeting where “Our Roots Illuminate Our Future.” So mark your 
calendars now to join us October 19-22, 2022.

The University of Maryland and the surrounding area have grown in the decades since that first meeting was held in McKeldin Library, 
but we are thrilled to return to MARAC’s roots. Our host site is one of many new additions to the campus—the College Park Marriott 
Hotel and Conference Center.

To honor this significant milestone, the celebration begins a day earlier than usual; Wednesday will commence with several fascinating 
tours and workshops as well as the always anticipated meet-and-greet. Sessions start on Thursday and cap off with the first of two 
plenaries as well as a 50th anniversary reception where new members can connect with those who have been with MARAC since its 
very beginning. Friday we’ll continue the celebration with more sessions, the second plenary speaker, and another reception. Stay on 
Saturday to participate in sessions as well as the University’s homecoming weekend, or prolong your stay and visit all the nation’s capital 
has to offer!

Are you on the edge of your seat in anticipation? Come to the Spring meeting in Harrisonburg, Va., to learn more about this 
momentous occasion, and keep an eye on the conference website. 

https://www.marac.info/fall-2022-conference
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The Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) celebrates its 50th anniversary 
in 2022. For many of us, MARAC is our archival organization where we may network, find 
a mentor, attend a workshop, learn about new technologies in a meeting session, present, or 
develop meaningful professional relationships that last for decades. 

For some members, however, MARAC became more pivotal in their lives during the last 
half century. They met their significant other and formed a love connection through the 
organization. They bonded with their parent or child in an intergenerational MARAC family. 
Frequently, a MARAC meeting played a special role in these relationships. As Alan Delozier, 
one of MARAC’s romantic couples, notes: “[MARAC] conferences are an important venue 
for learning and celebrating all that is brilliant about our profession, and equally great for 
meeting and establishing friendships but in rare and special instances they are sometimes 
something more!”

This article is not intended to be a comprehensive account of every MARAC love connection 
or intergenerational family from the past 50 years. Instead, we present some representative 
stories relating to how MARAC shaped the personal and professional lives of these members.

A MARAC (PRE-WEDDING) RECEPTION
Maryland and District of Columbia caucus members John LeGloahec and Marisa Bourgoin’s 
MARAC love connection first occurred at a workshop at the 1996 spring meeting in College 
Park, Md., with its forward-looking theme of “Archives for the Next Century.” Marisa co-led 
that full-day workshop on appraisal, arrangement, and description on the first day of the 
conference. The connection ultimately led to romance and marriage.

When planning their wedding John and Marisa, who will celebrate 20 years of marriage in 
May 2022, incorporated and honored MARAC in the festivities. They decided to sponsor the 
Friday night reception at the Maryland Historical Society during the spring 2002 meeting in 
Towson, Md., John remembers: “[The reception] was right around our wedding date and we 
wanted to have a party with all our MARAC friends.”

A MATCH MADE AT STEERING
Diana Shenk and Elizabeth (Beth) Joffrion began to share Steering Committee meetings in 
1996. Diana (Pennsylvania Caucus) was our very first Membership Administrator while Beth 
was representing the District of Columbia as its Caucus Rep. The story is that Diana would 
visit Beth in D.C. with the pretense of bringing labels for caucus mailings—remember the 

BY LAUREN BROWN AND JODI BOYLE
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days when MARAC news arrived with a stamp?

Their favorite memories are of hospitality suites at MARAC meetings—why? “Well, 
some things that happen at MARAC stay at MARAC...”

Beth and Diana followed their professional careers to the Pacific Northwest many years 
ago, but fondly remember their time in the MARAC region. They have been together 
now for 25 wonderful years.

IT ALL STARTED IN PENNSYLVANIA
For many years, Pam Whitenack served as Director of the Hershey Community Archives 
in Hershey, Pa., and has been a member of MARAC since 1985 (Pennsylvania Caucus).

Her son Andrew Cassidy-Amstutz needed a work-study job as an undergrad at 
Dickinson College, and consequently another archivist entered the picture—Jim 
Gerencser, University Archivist on that campus. Jim was an excellent employer and 
mentor for Andrew, leading towards a one-year archives position, Andrew’s first 
professional job. After some graduate education in England, he began to attend MARAC 
meetings with Pam in 2007 and landed a position with the National Archives the 
following year. He now works for the Library of Congress.

Andrew relates that his mother was “incredibly influential” in his decision to pursue 
a professional career in archives and libraries. He became attuned at a very early age 
in visiting archives and began to accompany her to MARAC conferences. For him, 
“MARAC was full of friendly faces with interesting/exciting careers.” He could count 
on his mother to introduce him to many new faces at a MARAC conference, and his 
mother’s positive outlook on the organization motivated him to join as a member as 
well! He is currently a member of the District of Columbia caucus.

In conclusion, Pam mentions that she really enjoys being able to “talk shop” with 
Andrew and to turn to him for advice—it has been a special experience for her to “have 
a child who has followed you into the archives profession.” 

A PLENARY WITH POTENTIAL
Kerri Anne Burke of the New York caucus and Alan Delozier of the New Jersey caucus 
initially met one month before the spring 2012 MARAC meeting at an Irish Studies 
conference in New Orleans on the eve of St. Patrick’s Day. As the only two archivists at 
a well-attended event, Kerri Anne approached Alan after his presentation and the two 
made tentative plans to speak again after a brief conversation.

The opportunity quickly presented itself in mid-April during MARAC’s Cape May 
meeting where Alan served as Program Committee Co-Chair. Kerri Anne and Alan re-
connected during the plenary session, talked about archives, and even visited the vendor 
tables together. According to Alan, they “parted as acquaintances” and began dating a 
few weeks later. After sharing many subsequent MARAC events and outings over the 
coming years, Kerri Anne and Alan married in October 2015.

Reflecting on their MARAC connection, Alan remarks that “knowing other wonderful 
MARAC-met couples has been a pleasure and truly wondrous sharing experience!”

A MOTHER-DAUGHTER PARTNERSHIP
District of Columbia caucus members Linda and Justine Rothbart are mother and 
daughter, information professionals, MARAC members, and, as of 2018, colleagues. 
After serving as an archivist at federal repositories, Justine joined her mom at Rothbart 
Information Solutions which Linda founded in 1997.

Although Justine did not initially plan to join the family business, she considers her 
career choices “a perfect natural progression” given her love of history, visits to historic 
sites while growing up, and study of historic preservation and work at the University 
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of Mary Washington’s Special Collections as an undergraduate. 
As for being in the same profession and now in the same 
company with her parent? Justine states that she “wouldn’t have it 
any other way.”

The two attended and enjoyed MARAC meetings for years as 
fellow professionals. Linda remembers: “At our first MARAC 
conference together in 2018, we didn’t know how others would 
react to hearing about our mother-daughter business. To our 
pleasant surprise, everyone was so curious and very excited when 
we told them! Ever since that MARAC conference, we always 
emphasize that we are a mother-daughter business.”

FROM THE MARAC ARCHIVES TO PENNSYLVANIA
Andra and Tyler Stump like to see themselves as one of 
the “archives power couples” in Pennsylvania! Tyler is an 
accessioning archivist at the Pennsylvania State Archives, 
while Andra is a digital archivist at the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives Archives. Both are in the Pennsylvania caucus.

 Andra and Tyler met when they were both student assistants 
in Special Collections at the University of Maryland (UMD) 
Libraries. Andra can claim to have had some experience 
processing archival materials in the MARAC Archives, located 
at UMD. They both appreciate having the opportunity of seeing 
former UMD grad students at MARAC conferences and working 
together with them now on MARAC committees. They have been 
members since 2016.

Their work schedules never lined up perfectly until the recent 
Gettysburg conference—it was the first time that they were able 
to attend as a couple. “It was a lot of fun,” they say, “to travel there 
together and sit in on a few sessions during the day, and then 
to compare notes on those missed earlier in the day.” Both fully 
expect to be at the Harrisonburg meeting!

AN EVENTFUL WALK BETWEEN WORKSHOPS
For Jennie Levine Knies and Mike Knies, both a meeting 
and committee work proved key to their MARAC romance. 
Jennie and Mike initially connected while serving on the 
Workshop Committee when they hailed from the Maryland and 
Pennsylvania caucuses, respectively.

During the fall 2007 meeting in Williamsburg, Va., the pair took 
a walk during a lunch break in between workshops on the first 
day of the conference, but the hotel was not close to sidewalks or 
walking paths. Jennie reminisces: “We ended up taking a stroll 

around a giant empty parking lot, and we were on our way out 
when we saw a security vehicle approaching us. Apparently, we 
were trespassing on Busch Gardens territory...” Following an 
interrogation with security where Jennie and Mike explained 
they were only archivists out for a walk, the pair returned to the 
meeting hotel in time for the afternoon workshops. An eventful 
lunch break indeed!

Jennie and Mike married in October 2009 and both now work 
and reside in Pennsylvania.

MISSIONARY WORK AND THEN ARCHIVES/SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS 
Frederick (Fred) Martin Schalow was ordained by the Lutheran 
Church in 1947 and became a missionary in central China 
where his first son, John Martin Schalow, was born. After the 
communists expelled the missionaries from mainland China, the 
family lived in Taiwan. 

Fred and his growing family returned to the United States in the 
mid-1950s, where he was the pastor at a church in Havertown, 
Pa. A career in library and archives work commenced in the late 
1960s at Drexel University and then later at the Presbyterian 
Historical Society in Philadelphia. It was during this time that 
Fred became a charter member of the fledgling Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Archives Conference; his name appears in the very first 
MARAC directory, distributed in the fall of 1972. 

John mentions that he was successful in securing a cataloging 
graduate assistantship in the library at Drexel University; 
people remembering his father’s career at that library may have 
“tipped the scale” in his getting the position. With his father’s 
encouragement, John went into a career in librarianship in 
Massachusetts with an emphasis on cataloging. He joined 
MARAC in 2001, several years after taking a position at the 
University of Maryland Libraries, and is in the Maryland caucus. 
He regrets his father’s untimely passing in 1977 but appreciates 
his early support for a career in libraries and archives. John 
presented a MARAC workshop in 2010 (“Formulating Access 
Points for Finding Aids and MARC Records”) and states that the 
highlight of this experience was hearing how participants applied 
what they learned. John reflects that the contrasts between his 
career and that of his father Fred are “representative of the range 
of institutions and work done by MARAC members.”

PAGE 4, TOP TO BOTTOM
John LeGloahec (right) and Marisa Bourgoin. Image courtesy of John LeGloahec.

Kerri Anne Burke (right) and Alan Delozier at the New York Public Library showcase books from their respective states of birth in a friendly rivalry. Image courtesy of Alan Delozier.

Andra (left) and Tyler Stump. Image courtesy of Tyler Stump.

PAGE 5, TOP TO BOTTOM
Beth Joffrion (left) and Diana Shenk. Image courtesy of Diana Shenk.

Fred Schalow. Image courtesy of John Schalow.

John Schalow. Image courtesy of John Schalow.

Pam Whitenack (center wearing blue jacket) and Andrew Cassidy-Amstutz (rear, right) with their extended family. Image courtesy of Pam Whitenack.
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™

You have a job to do. We help you do it.

Hosting & Support. 
Atlas technical specialists ensure 
your installation remains secure 
and current. Atlas software 
specialists provide unlimited support 
to answer all of your questions.

Custom Consulting. 
Atlas can help you optimize your 
use of ArchivesSpace as well as 
take on your custom project work. 
Just ask!

Implementation & Training. 
Atlas implementation experts will 
manage your implementation 
project, helping to align your goals 
with your ArchivesSpace 
installation.

Data Conversion & Migration. 
Archivists’ Toolkit? ARCHON? 
MARC? EAD? Spreadsheets? 
Atlas can convert your data 
and migrate it for you.

ArchivesSpace is an open source, 
web application for managing archives 

information. Atlas Systems is an 
ArchivesSpace Registered Service Provider, 

committed to providing the help you 
need—large project or small.

TO LEARN WHY MORE THAN 50 INSTITUTIONS NOW TURN TO ATLAS SYSTEMS FOR ARCHIVESSPACE SUPPORT, CONTACT US AT SALES@ATLAS-SYS.COM.

with Atlas Systems

RESOLVE YOUR

CHALLENGES

ATLAS SYSTEMS
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DELAWARE
WOODLAWN TRUSTEES MATERIALS ACCESSIONED
Gene Castellano, MARAC member and consulting archivist, 
worked with staff members at Hagley Museum and Library to 
facilitate a large transfer of business records from the Woodlawn 
Trustees in Delaware. Woodlawn was created in 1901 by 
industrialist William Bancroft as a philanthropic organization 
whose mission was to acquire, preserve, and undertake controlled 
development of land in northern Delaware. Much of these 
land holdings are now part of the Delaware state park system, 
residential neighborhoods, schools, and community centers.
 
This deposit of records, maintained for Woodlawn under the 
auspices of the Hagley Heritage Curators program, adds to 
previous deposits of archival materials by Woodlawn now in 
Hagley’s collections. It includes historical records documenting 
farms, houses, and structures along the Brandywine River, as well 
as board of director and executive committee meeting minutes. 
Gene is also assisting with gifting Woodlawn and Bancroft family 
archives to the Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College 
and the Jewish Historical Society of Delaware.

 ����Caucus Representative 
Diane E. Bockrath 
(302) 658-2400 ext. 328 
dbockrath@hagley.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 ����Caucus Representative 

Anne McDonough 
(202) 516-1363 x309 
amcdonough@dchistory.org

MARYLAND
MSAC LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PROJECT NOW 
AVAILABLE AS PUBLIC RESOURCE
Maryland Traditions, the traditional arts program of the MSAC, 
is pleased to announce that the MSAC Land Acknowledgement 
Project is now available online as a public resource. Click here to 
view the project’s materials.

Land Acknowledgement Statements
“Land acknowledgments” are statements that recognize 
Indigenous peoples dispossessed of their land and/or 
relationships with land by settler colonists. In the United States, 
land acknowledgement statements are an increasingly popular 
practice in arts and cultural heritage contexts. Researching and 
delivering these statements educates audiences and refutes the 
inaccurate yet widely held idea that Native people no longer exist 
in the place now known as Maryland. 

Land acknowledgement statements are seen as an effective and 
ethical way to begin acknowledging Indigenous sovereignty, 
begin correcting the stories and practices that erase Indigenous 
people’s history and culture, and begin inviting and honoring 
the truth.

The MSAC Project
In response to numerous requests from constituents, Maryland 
Traditions staff initiated the MSAC Land Acknowledgement 
Project in April 2020 in consultation with previous American 
Indian grantees and the Maryland Commission on Indian 
Affairs. Staff researched best practices for delivering land 
acknowledgement statements and, most importantly, engaged 
in compensated consultations with tribal leaders and elders in 
Maryland-based American Indian Tribes to learn about tribal 
history and relationships with land. 

Tribal consultants for the project included: seven current or 
former chiefs, tribal chairs, or tribal speakers; six tribal historians 
or preservation officers; numerous tradition bearers; current 
and former commissioners from the Maryland Commission 
on Indian Affairs; a retired employee of the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of the American Indian; and a former federal 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Materials Now Available for Public Use
Public materials now available on the MSAC Land 
Acknowledgement Project webpage include a series of land 
acknowledgement statements and maps for the lands of each of 
the tribes who consulted on the project. 

https://www.hagleyheritage.com/
mailto:dbockrath%40hagley.org?subject=
mailto:amcdonough%40dchistory.org?subject=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_G8D2FCqw4x81KUVtv9p-UbgZ_bQ0NzMPMnu3BBZm0WFc5oaOdRteo9Ro_maYs3yGoSKhY91uyoKPX8d110lD1gCVfnRCAPd32Z3OjYqXFMA-IXbw9N8KNJWfhgkoGDV2Q==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_AD_E5SJasOrOdUbf1ArGvtTTv1I90XZ5Ly4dhR5HKU90qTrMgQn1N3PW1C-aUQNdaRg5Wu0IPkm1VdW-gw-8Si6UWJTA0rxXdpPlOxti8BuPfFFmQuuKmxGyiPsve0Gjw==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_AD_E5SJasOrOdUbf1ArGvtTTv1I90XZ5Ly4dhR5HKU90qTrMgQn1N3PW1C-aUQNdaRg5Wu0IPkm1VdW-gw-8Si6UWJTA0rxXdpPlOxti8BuPfFFmQuuKmxGyiPsve0Gjw==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
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A “Land Acknowledgement Project Overview and Resource 
Guide” document is also available. In addition to land 
acknowledgement statements and maps, the guide features 
explanations of best practices for creating and delivering land 
acknowledgements, tribal histories, and pronunciation guides. It 
also contains a “Key Concepts” section, which explains culturally 
specific information to help constituents more easily create land 
acknowledgements. 

Tribal consultants have reviewed and approved tribal materials 
for cultural accuracy.

 ����Caucus Representative 
Mark Coulbourne  
(443) 794-7797 
kcoulbou@umd.edu

NEW JERSEY 
KATHY KAUHL RETIRING AFTER 20 YEARS
Kathy Kauhl is retiring from the Archives of the Essex County 
Park System. Starting as a one-day-a-week grant-funded 
consultant nearly 20 years ago, Kauhl, who has an MLS from 
Rutgers, organized the archives and processed the bulk of 
the collections. In recent years, in addition to managing the 
collections, she was able to spend more time promoting the 
history of Essex County’s oldest county park system, including 
programming and exhibitry for the 125th anniversary celebration 
in 2020. In MARAC, Kauhl served on the Finding Aids and 
Newark Local Arrangements Committees.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: INNOVATIVE ARCHIVES AWARD
The Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference’s (MARAC) 
New Jersey Caucus presents its Innovative Archives Award to a 
New Jersey organization that has furthered the cause of archives 
and history in the state. The organization need not be affiliated 
with MARAC to be eligible for nomination. To nominate an 
organization, complete and send the nomination form and 
supporting documentation by April 15 to the Caucus chair at 
tara.maharjan@rutgers.edu with the subject line Caucus Award. 
Nominations can also be sent via regular post. Contact the chair 
at the above email for mailing instructions.

•	 [2020 and 2021: Award not offered, due to COVID-19 
pandemic]

•	 2019 Recipient: Puerto Rican Community Archives

•	 2018 Recipient: New Brunswick Music Scene Archive

•	 2017 Recipient: Morristown National Historical Park, Library 
& Archives

•	 2016 Recipient: League of Historical Societies of New Jersey

•	 2015 Recipient: Township of Ocean Historical Museum
 
Criteria and Eligibility: The Award is given to an organization 
that has provided exemplary leadership or service to the archival 
community and residents of New Jersey. The Award may also 
honor a local, county, or regional organization, and can be given 
either for long-term leadership or service, or for outstanding 
effort demonstrated in a given year.
 
Nominees may have developed innovative educational or 
outreach models utilizing archival sources, provided leadership 
during a time of emergency or crisis, demonstrated new thinking 
in finding a solution to an issue or problem, exhibited creativity 
in increasing awareness of local history resources among New 
Jersey residents and visitors, or otherwise provided exemplary 
service to the archives and history communities.

A map of Susquehannock tribal lands, one of a series of maps available for public access at 
the MSAC Land Acknowledgement Project webpage.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_AD_E5SJasOr8gmSY8cgdTO55eaDVW2H-o7d1_GhbaX9WebBRx7lH-AVa_AAdPhMqVIPlhApbss_mlGNVMXiOkE99EpomQSEmC2PYGYxjBdMxfrQOW3bNDA_61F8Ga9AXw==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_AD_E5SJasOr8gmSY8cgdTO55eaDVW2H-o7d1_GhbaX9WebBRx7lH-AVa_AAdPhMqVIPlhApbss_mlGNVMXiOkE99EpomQSEmC2PYGYxjBdMxfrQOW3bNDA_61F8Ga9AXw==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
mailto:kcoulbou%40umd.edu?subject=
mailto:tara.maharjan%40rutgers.edu?subject=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mA-KG1gIYCL9V6pBjaKMvA2ADbCJGSoaD6seGaQBH8iNb4lAdqdA_AD_E5SJasOrOdUbf1ArGvtTTv1I90XZ5Ly4dhR5HKU90qTrMgQn1N3PW1C-aUQNdaRg5Wu0IPkm1VdW-gw-8Si6UWJTA0rxXdpPlOxti8BuPfFFmQuuKmxGyiPsve0Gjw==&c=LTr3ixTS_IrKmjmhjiDmLwgfkGVSRQ-pUKuIyPsyZYBVyGPBr4YOQA==&ch=9WuAznoKZwzwXGi-fz29H-mjaRcXut2lY9XerfmePUkCbbgBkDS7Qg==
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 Review Process and Acknowledgement: The Award will consist 
of a plaque and special acknowledgment presented in October 
during Monmouth County’s Archives & History Day. The 
winning organization will also be given a complimentary table 
for the event.
 
The winner of the Award will be determined by an Award 
Committee that will make its recommendation to the Caucus 
chair. The Committee is comprised of the three most recent past 
Caucus chairs, currently Caryn Radick (Committee chair), Laura 
M. Poll, and Donald Cornelius. The current Caucus chair, Tara 
Maharjan, serves in an ex-officio capacity.

MURDER ON THE MOUNTAIN RELEASE SCHEDULED APRIL 15
Peter Wosh’s new book, Murder On the Mountain: Crime, Passion 
and Punishment in Gilded Age New Jersey will be released April 
15. It tells the story of Margaret Meierhofer, the last woman 
executed by the State of New Jersey. She was found guilty, along 
with a hired hand on her West Orange farm named Frank 
Lammens, for murdering her husband in 1879. The book covers 
the murder, trial, incarceration, and execution of the pair, 
embedding the story in the culture of New Jersey during the 
1870s. 

An author’s talk with Peter Wosh will be presented on Thursday, 
May 5, at 4 p.m. by the New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance 
and Rutgers University Special Collections and University 
Archives remotely. Register in advance to receive the Zoom link.

NEW JERSEY REPOSITORIES PARTICIPATE IN 
#COLOROURCOLLECTIONS WEEK
The following New Jersey repositories participated in the New 
York Academy of Medicine Library’s #ColorOurCollections week. 

•	 Rutgers University Special Collections and University Archives

•	 Seton Hall University Libraries 

•	 New Jersey State House, Trenton, N.J.

•	 Princeton University Library 

This annual event is for libraries, museums, archives, and other 
cultural institutions around the world to share coloring pages 
based on their collections. A list of #ColorOurCollections 
participants and their coloring books may be found online.

 ��������Caucus Representative 
Tara Maharjan 
(908) 458-7734 
tara.maharjan@rutgers.edu

NEW YORK
 ����Caucus Representative 

Margaret (Meg) Snyder  
(914) 366-6357 
msnyder@rockarch.org

PENNSYLVANIA
CHATHAM UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES ENGAGES WITH 
IMMERSIVE MEDIA PROGRAM
The Chatham University Archives has been enjoying a variety of 
recent collaborations across campus, including new engagement 
with the university’s Immersive Media Program. The effort, 
which encourages students to build immersive, virtual reality 
spaces based around materials in the archives, has resulted in 
interactive exhibits installed in the Jennie King Mellon Library. 
In addition to a digital archive of student projects set for release 
in the coming months, the collaboration is expected to grow and 
evolve through strong partnerships with Chatham faculty. More 
information about the program can be seen here. 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA ACQUIRES 
KENNETH W. MILANO PAPERS
The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania acquired the papers 
of Kenneth W. Milano, historian of Philadelphia’s Kensington 
and Fishtown neighborhoods, and is currently preparing the 
collection for use by researchers onsite and remotely. The 
collection represents over 35 years of research and includes 
Milano’s work, materials gathered from multiple repositories and 
individuals, and many original items, along with thousands of 
digital files.

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ARCHIVES 
INTERVIEWS MINORITY MEMBERS
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives Archives has been 
interviewing former and current Members of the Pennsylvania 
Legislative Black Caucus and/or Members who have an ethnically 
diverse background to complete a larger story of minority 
Members. Since the beginning of February, seven current 
Members have shared their experiences serving as people of color 
in the Pennsylvania House. In addition, many more interviews 
are scheduled throughout the spring. Due to the success of 
the program, the interview scope has widened to staff, family 
members, and colleagues outside of politics.

https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/murder-on-the-mountain/9781978829145
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/murder-on-the-mountain/9781978829145
https://monmouth.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcodOmsqD8qHNOoRXDH38kLQqzp0HI-J8bb
https://library.nyam.org/colorourcollections/
mailto:tara.maharjan%40rutgers.edu?subject=
mailto:msnyder%40rockarch.org?subject=
https://www.pulse.chatham.edu/blog-stories/2022/1/20/immersive-media-program-brings-the-past-to-the-present
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UPDATES FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE ARCHIVES

The new Pennsylvania State Archives building in Harrisburg is 
still on schedule and construction is scheduled to finish in Fall 
2022. Staff are currently concentrating efforts on reorganizing, 
refoldering, barcoding, and updating the online finding aid 
system for the several thousand oversized items (maps, drawings, 
muster rolls, etc.) in our collections. This is the final task in 
preparing the physical collection for the move. 

The Pennsylvania State Archives hit another milestone in its 
digitization program: 19 million records are now available online 
via the PSA website and through its partners at Ancestry and 
the Pennsylvania Power Library. Most recently, digitization of 
nearly 3,200 microfilm rolls (2.1 million images) and 309 motion 
picture films was completed. In the most recent fiscal year, 4.1 
million unique visitors viewed digitized PSA records online.

The Pennsylvania State Archives recently announced recipients 
of the latest round of Historical and Archival Records Care 
Grants (HARC). Grants totaling $2,000 to $10,000 were 
awarded to 34 organizations across the state including the 
Armstrong County Historical Museum & Genealogical Society, 
Bucks County Recorder of Deeds, Arc of Pennsylvania, Grand 
Army of the Republic Memorial Association, Christ Church 
Preservation Trust, and Dallastown Area Historical Society. The 
next round of funding will open for applications May 1 and is 
open to any organization with collections of historical records in 
Pennsylvania.

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH LIBRARY SYSTEM LAUNCHES 
BLUE, GOLD AND BLACK DIGITAL ARCHIVE
The University Archives, housed within the University Library 
System at Pitt, has partnered with the Office for Equity, Diversity, 
and Inclusion, the Black Action Society (BAS), the African 
American Alumni Council and the Equipoise Staff Subcommittee 

to launch a project that spotlights the Black experience at Pitt.

The Blue, Gold and Black Digital Archive aims to uplift the 
memories and histories of Black students, faculty and staff at Pitt 
by sharing photographs and stories that detail their experiences 
and making them a permanent part of the collection.

The yearlong effort debuted on February 21 as part of the Blue, 
Gold and Black Experience Gallery and the University’s K. Leroy 
Irvis Black History Month Program. Ed Galloway, Associate 
University Librarian for Archives and Special Collections states, 
“The point is to capture the Black experience at Pitt. We’re trying 
to build a place where these stories can be communicated and 
permanently held. We have websites devoted to documenting 
University history overall. Some pieces speak to the Black 
experience, but they’re not front and center. We’re trying to be 
strategic and get the communities to tell their story.”

Haliyat Oshodi, an undergraduate student in public health who 
is working on the project states, “Black students did so much for 
this University, and their past contributions paved the way for 
us, future Black students, giving us a better experience. Being a 
part of history like this, I’m really proud. The Black experience 
throughout the years weren’t always good, but we did overcome.”

PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ARCHIVES 
DIGITIZES CONCERT RECORDINGS
The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Archives recently digitized 
historic concert recordings made between 1976 and 1984 under 
Music Director André Previn. This project to digitize 300 open-
reel audio tapes is supported by a grant from the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission’s Historical Archives and 
Records Care Grant, a program funded by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Selections of audio from these recordings will soon 
be available on the Pittsburgh Symphony’s Archives Portal site.

 ����Caucus Representative 
David Grinnell 
(412) 648-3243 
grinnell@pitt.edu

Photo shows what will be reference staff offices (right) and original documents room (left) 
in the new Pennsylvania State Archives building in Harrisburg.

https://pittbgb.omeka.net/
https://archive.pittsburghsymphony.org/
mailto:grinnell%40pitt.edu?subject=
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VIRGINIA
SHENANDOAH COUNTY LIBRARY’S TRUBAN ARCHIVES 
COLLECTS ORAL HISTORIES
The Shenandoah County Library’s Truban Archives is currently 
finishing a grant-funded program to collect oral history 
interviews from the Shenandoah County community. By the 
completion of the grant in April, they hope to have approximately 
40 interviews that will help document life in the county. Special 
emphasis has been placed on how the community was impacted 
by COVID-19, the role of women as leaders in the community, 
and other underrepresented communities.

STEWART BELL JR. ARCHIVES HELPS SPOTLIGHT AFRICAN 
AMERICAN HISTORY

On a blustery day in late February, the City of Winchester 
unveiled a historic marker honoring African American scientist 
and professor Madison S. Briscoe. The ceremony marks a 
continuing community effort to bring greater awareness to the 
history of the African Americans in the Winchester-Frederick 
County area, and the Stewart Bell Jr. Archives is delighted to play 
a role in this project. Archivist Rebecca Ebert assisted the Marker 
Committee, comprised of four individuals with expertise in the 
area’s African American history, coordinated with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources and Winchester officials, and 
helped locate materials to support the application.

Dr. Briscoe (1904-1995) was born and raised in Winchester 
and went on to become a medical researcher with expertise in 
parasitic and tropical diseases. His research was instrumental 
in combating malaria and other tropical diseases among Allied 
soldiers during World War II. In Spring 2020, an earlier effort 
resulted in a marker recognizing Winchester native and Negro 

League baseball star Spottswood Poles. The African American 
Historic Marker Committee is preparing applications to 
honor the Brown family of doctors and local businessman and 
philanthropist Robert Orrick.

 ����Caucus Representative 
Amanda Brent  
(916) 622-3897 
abrent3@gmu.edu 

WEST VIRGINIA
CREATION OF A WIKIPEDIA PAGE FOR WEST VIRGINIA’S 
ARCHIVES
The West Virginia Caucus has created a Wikipedia list of West 
Virginia archives to help researchers and historians locate 
institutions with historical materials. The Wiki page features a 
brief description of the materials the institution holds to assist 
researchers in locating the materials they need. 

 ����Caucus Representative 
Lori Hostuttler  
(304) 293-1116  
lohostuttler@mail.wvu.edu

Members of the African American Historic Market Committee stand by the Briscoe marker. 
Pictured are (left to right) Rebecca Ebert, Archivist, and three members of the committee: 
Branda Nelson, Ann Grogg, and Sharon Dixon. (Not pictured, Judy Humbert)

mailto:abrent3%40gmu.edu?subject=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_West_Virginia_Archives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_West_Virginia_Archives
mailto:morriskn%40jmu.edu%20?subject=
mailto:morriskn%40jmu.edu%20?subject=
mailto:morriskn%40jmu.edu%20?subject=
mailto:morriskn%40jmu.edu%20?subject=
mailto:lohostuttler%40mail.wvu.edu?subject=
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Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
I first noticed the six tidy boxes of the American Music 
Loan Libraries Project Records when I was looking for 
something else. 

Curious about the collection, I searched for a finding aid. Not 
discovering one, I turned my efforts to researching the project’s 
history and describing the materials to learn more. It was not 
easy, since there was not much written specifically about the 
American Music Loan Libraries Project, a government initiative 
with which the Library of Congress Music Division assisted from 
1943 to 1947. I gathered information 
from several sources, including reports in 
the Administrative Files series, doctoral 
dissertations, journal articles, and State 
Department publications. Perhaps the 
most helpful was an article written by 
composer Henry Cowell, the project’s first 
manager, from 1941 to 1943. The more 
I read and pieced together the project’s 
history, the more intriguing it became.

The American Music Loan Libraries 
Project was initially funded by the Office 
of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs (OCIAA), an agency established 
during the era of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's Good Neighbor 
Policy. Within three months of assuming 
leadership, Nelson Rockefeller established 
a Music Committee and appointed 
Aaron Copland as one of its members. 
The committee's work was absorbed 
by the State Department's Advisory 
Committee on Music in 1941. One of 
the projects to survive the transition was 
the establishment of depositories in the 
capitals of twenty American republics to 
receive and distribute music, recordings, 
and books on music representing a 
cross-section of symphonic works, band 
works, jazz, operas, chamber music, 
choruses, instrumental solos, folk music, 
popular songs, journal subscriptions, 
and teaching materials. The focus of this 
Music Distribution Project (MDP) was 
on works by, or as interpreted by, United 
States musicians. 

The MDP was transferred to the State 
Department on June 30, 1943. The goal 
was to include a wide and balanced 

selection of materials “to present a complete picture of the 
musical life of the United States,” indexed and arranged for easy 
access, and the name of the program changed to the American 
Music Loan Libraries Project (AMLLP). Later that year, the State 
Department asked the Music Division of the Library of Congress 
to become responsible for choosing, collecting, and distributing 
relevant materials to the depositories. Gilbert Chase, music 
supervisor for NBC’s University of the Air, was appointed as a 
special consultant to the Music Division for the AMLLP, which 
was not without its challenges. The hurdles with cataloging, 

shelving, administration, and circulation by 
trained librarians sound all too familiar.

In September 1946, the State Department 
took over purchasing materials and other 
administrative duties, leaving only completion 
of the AMLLP collection catalog to the Library 
of Congress. Gilbert Chase resigned his 
appointment as consultant the following month. 
In November 1947, the State Department 
established three major depositories of serious 
American orchestra music in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil; Montevideo, Uruguay; and Santiago, 
Chile. This effort seems to have coincided 
with the end of the Library of Congress Music 
Division’s brief but fascinating involvement with 
the American Music Loan Libraries Project.

By Jane Cross, Archivist, Music Division, Library of Congress
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Over the past few years, we have seen a global struggle over 
individual identity within community. We are constantly 
choosing sides, aligning ourselves with a group: anti-vax, pro-
Ukraine, legalize cannabis, impeach Cuomo—it is a relentless 
and unique historical moment greatly facilitated by technology. 
As an MLIS candidate at Long Island University, I now know that 
even the neutral archivist trope has long been debunked. Because 
scale and definition of community are such poignant topics, 
MARAC’s Spring 2022 conference 
theme, “Communities Big and 
Small,” feels very relevant, as does 
the question being raised: what about 
archiving makes a group of people 
a community? Sometimes, it is the 
creation of a place-based narrative 
about the locals.

In July 2021, the Jersey City 
Reservoir Preservation Alliance 
hired me as Curatorial Coordinator. 
The JCRPA officially incorporated 
in 2005 and is dedicated to the 
preservation of Jersey City Reservoir 
#3 for the use of the public. The 
site is historically significant on 
a national level, was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 
during JCRPA’s stewardship, and 
is of regional interest in terms of 
architectural and engineering history. 
This part-time gig allowed me to get 
my coursework done and use my 

architectural history background. Though I expected to wrap 
up the project in six months, the pandemic took its toll on the 
organization in ways both indirect, such as caregiving demands 
and funerals, and directly, in the form of illness. As members 
of the enormous community dealing with Covid, everyone, 
including grantmakers, graciously adjusted expectations. We 
pushed oral histories and assessment visits ahead, to a time of 
greater comfort with and knowledge of technology and virus 

management. Rather than grow the 
collection, we shifted to increasing 
access. The archival materials are 
dispersed both in public facilities 
such as libraries and city archives, 
and in the homes and garages of 
individuals long involved with the 
movement. The project sought to 
digitally collect these resources in 
one central location and provide 
equitable public access to them 
through the organization’s website.

In 1871, Jersey City started work 
on Reservoir #3, and by 1880, 
residents had access to piped-in 
drinking water. Within 19 years, due 
to industry, development, and the 
intrusion of saltwater, Jersey City 
needed cleaner drinking water. In 
a move that the Center for Disease 
Control calls one of the “greatest 
public health achievements of the 
20th Century,” Jersey City, in 1908, 

JERSEY CITY RESERVOIR PRESERVATION ALLIANCE: 
ONE COMMUNITY’S STORY
By Rudie E. Hurwitz, MARAC’s Graduate School Archival Education Scholarship recipient
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http://www.jcreservoir.org/
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became the first city in the United States to add chlorine to the 
drinking water. This system was in place until the city drained 
the reservoir in 1994. Since then, suggested uses for the site 
include a strip mall, housing, parking garage, and ball fields. But 
the city has been unable to finalize plans. Empty and abandoned 
for years, the reservoir collected water from rain and snowmelt. 
Native flora and fauna found an amenable habitat. Reservoir #3 
became wilderness and a wildlife refuge. Almost every individual 
involved with the JCRPA lives near and enjoys Reservoir #3. One 
of the first leaders of the organization was Stevie Latham, who 
kayaked there, and saw the city dumping construction materials 
into the water. I met Sarah Burroughs, president of the JCRPA, 
at the reservoir, where she led me on a tour of the exterior of 
the structure and adjacent neighborhood. One of the things that 
most drew me to this organization was its commitment to access 
and equity, both online and physical. Directly across the street 
from the reservoir is St. Joseph’s School for the Blind. JCRPA 
prioritizes programs that encourage access for these students. 
They also push to ensure that walking trails accommodate 
wheelchairs. To create the website, JCRPA partnered with 
Digital A11ies, a non-profit accessibility organization working 
towards a “more inclusive web by addressing critical gaps in 
accessibility.” The goal is to eventually incorporate all forms of 
assistive technology into jcreservoir.org, starting with good, clear 
design. Because of the pandemic and dramatically increased use 
of computers and the internet, web accessibility and inclusion 
will become ubiquitous, so I welcomed the introduction to these 
ideas. The organization records were scanned in by Hudson 

Community Enterprises, a local nonprofit chosen because it is 
dedicated to hiring and training disabled individuals. JCRPA has 
added a new chapter about inclusion to the story of the reservoir 
and people of Jersey City.

As soon as it was possible to access the organizational archives of 
the JCRPA, we traveled to the storage facility to begin processing 
the physical records of the organization. We purchased archival 
materials, reviewed, and re-housed the records in acid-free 
folders and bankers boxes, separating photographs into photo 
storage boxes and newspapers into an acid-free designated 
newspaper box with tissue between clippings. Oversize materials 
were covered with acid-free tissue where appropriate, and stored 
on purpose-purchased shelving. I determined which materials 
I would scan myself, which would be sent to the Hudson 
Community Enterprises to be scanned, which staples and paper 
clips were to be removed and which stayed temporarily to 
guide the scanner to create specific documents. I selected Foxit 
software to transcribe these materials and create fully keyword 
searchable records, significantly increasing public access to these 
resources. However, until all permissions have been cleared, only 
a limited number of these items have been published online.

The records were primarily created by the board members during 
the period when the organization was founded by President 
Stevie Latham. Desperately searching for some original order, I 
consulted the volunteer archivist who had been there before me, 
Hallel Yadin, who confirmed that the order was lost. I arranged 
the records into folders and series, such as correspondence, 
events files, meeting minutes, newspaper clippings concerning 
community projects, and photographs. The correspondence 
series ranges from 1991 to 2009 and includes letters from 
organization members, local business owners, and other civic 
leaders, arranged by date. Of particular prominence is the 
correspondence with Mayor Thomas Healey (2004–2013), who 
worked very closely with JCRPA on city improvements.

These documents give a historical overview of the involvement 
and impact the organization has had in Jersey City. They also 
provide insight into the development of an impassioned and 
successful grassroots preservation effort. The archives provide the 
narrative, telling the story of how the people of Jersey City saved 
Reservoir #3 and championed accessibility for everyone in the 
neighborhood.

Happy 50th, MARAC!

To learn more about web accessibility, visit the Web Accessibility 
Initiative. 

Rudie E. Hurwitz is a 2021-2022 MARAC Graduate School 
Archival Education Scholarship recipient.

PREVIOUS PAGE (TOP):
New Jersey: New Reservoir on Bergen Heights, for the Supply of Jersey City, U.S. 1880-
1881. Engraving. Private Collection. https://www.jcreservoir.org/archive/newjersey-new-
reservoir-on-bergen-heights-for-the-supply-of-jersey-city/ 

Flyer for Reservoir Spring Clean Up. 2003 April. Jersey City Reservoir Preservation  
Alliance Archives.

https://www.jcreservoir.org/
https://www.w3.org/WAI/fundamentals/accessibility-intro/
https://www.w3.org/WAI/fundamentals/accessibility-intro/
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LAST FALL, MARAC INVITED  
US TO EXPLORE ARCHIVES AS 
SITES OF MEMORY. 

I’m writing in gratitude for the Joan Echtenkamp Klein Travel 
Award, which enabled me to travel to Gettysburg to present at 
and attend sessions that dove into this theme. The conference 
was unusual because of the ever-present danger of the pandemic, 
but in some ways, it felt familiar: archivists from around the 
Mid-Atlantic region once again reconnected with each other 
and shared what we each had learned in the last season. This 
conference, MARAC also welcomed the inaugural awarding of 
the Diversity Award, three additional scholarships, and a new 
online logistics task force which made recordings of the plenary 
and lunch talk available online. 

The plenary and luncheon speakers explored the idea of physical 
sites of memory. In her talk “Beyond Thoughts and Prayers: 
Caring for the Flight 93 Tribute Collection,” Betsy Keene of the 
National Park Service spoke of the mementos left at the Flight 
93 Memorial in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, as a record of 20 
years of sentiment. With objects ranging from Beanie Babies to 
firefighters’ overcoats, Keene described the challenge of storing 
50,000 objects and how people’s responses to this memorial 
site changed over time. The luncheon centered on a particular 
site of memory around the corner from the conference: the 
Gettysburg battlefield. In his talk, “Remembering Gettysburg’s 
Battlefield through Black and White Stories,” Dr. Scott Hancock 
of Gettysburg College challenged listeners to consider missing 
voices, especially Black voices, and build monuments that tell 
more of the full story of historic sites.

Sessions explored the idea of archives as both physical and 
digital sites of memory. Thanks to the travel award, I presented 
on and moderated a panel of archivists who explored how 
archivists are capturing history in real time through born-digital 
media (alongside Joshua Westgard, Matthew Testa, and Barbara 
Benedett in Session 17, “Archival Interventions in Born-
Digital Records: Sites of Recent Memory”). Session 3, “Using 

Community Collecting Projects and Partnerships to Increase 
the Diversity of Archival Holdings'' won MARAC’s inaugural 
Diversity Award and demonstrated methods for documenting 
and enhancing access to LGBTQ+ history in Shippensburg, 
Pa., and Jim Crow-era Wheeling, W.V. This session exemplified 
how oral histories may serve as the linchpins of community 
collections and lead to the growth and development of 
collections, exhibits, and websites as sites of memory for under-
represented voices. Session 12, “Reuniting Collections Physically: 
‘Reunited and it Feels So Good’,” highlighted the benefits of 
reunifying split collections at a single site for access—and so 
many more sessions expanded the concept of a “site” of memory.

Gathering with a community, however possible, is more 
important now than ever. I am grateful that the travel award 
also offset the cost of attending conference tours of Evergreen 
Cemetery, where President Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg 
Address, and especially the horseback-riding tour of Gettysburg 
National Military Park! Alongside the panel sessions, I also 
attended two discussion-centered sessions: the Diversity 
Discussion and the Mid-Career Archivists Discussion. I found 
these two sessions practical and valuable for my archives 
career and for the future of MARAC. I would encourage 
the continuation of these types of value- and career-focused 
discussions at future conferences. In addition, the travel award 
enabled my continued in-person participation in the Maryland 
Caucus, Harrisonburg Programming Committee, and College 
Park Local Arrangements Committee meetings. In short, 
the travel award ensured that I continue to give back to the 
organization, and I am proud of the changes MARAC recently 
made reflected in last fall’s conference. 

Jen Wachtel is a recipient of MARAC’s Joan Echtenkamp Klein 
Meeting and Travel Award.

SITES of MEMORY
REFLECTIONS ON MARAC FALL 2021 

JEN WACHTEL, FALL 2021 JOAN ECHTENKAMP KLEIN TRAVEL AWARDEE 



17 | Mid-Atlantic Archivist

Saturday morning cartoons, paycheck stubs, beepers, rabbit ears 
on the television, in-person banking, the launch of MTV, the 
fun of riding in the back of the family station wagon, and getting 
up to change channels on the television. These were a few of the 
collective memories recalled in a Google Meets conversation 
by a group of soon-to-be quintastics all working at the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and who were 
born in 1972. As a benchmark, these are all women who clearly 
remember life before the shows Living Single and Friends, which 
premiered in 1993 and 1994, respectively.

1972 CAMARADERIE
“[We] understand each other,” explains Tina Ligon, Supervisory 
Archivist, Research Services, of the colleagues whom the others 
credit with instilling a pride for their shared age, for her seeking 
out fellow 1972ers at NARA, and for her outgoing nature. Tina 
has been known to wear a “Vintage 1972” T-shirt to announce 
her birth year, and during the conversation shared her father’s 
1972 Ohio license plate that formerly affixed to the vehicle that 
carried her home from the hospital. It now graces a wall in her 
home. “Tina knits us together,” says Michelle Brown, Supervisory 
Archivist, Research Services, who is also Tina’s next-door 
neighbor at NARA.

Although they have different backgrounds, some have different 
job titles, originally hail from different parts of the country, 
and some work in different parts of NARA, these women find 
commonalities from coming-of-age together and now working 
as archivists. Lead Archives Specialist Monique Anderson, who 
works in the National Declassification Center, agrees: “Even 
though we may have started in the profession at different times, 
we are the same age so we can relate to each other’s sense of 

humor and way of looking at life.” Deborah Labuwi, Archives 
Technician, Research Services, describes the group’s interactions 
and camaraderie as “magic.” “[It’s] a little wink, a secret code we 
all know.” 

Given the pandemic, hybrid and fully remote telecommuting 
schedules, and varied work assignments, it’s not easy for 
members of this group to meet in person these days. However, 
the enthusiasm and sheer delight with each other is still evident. 
For Michelle, she’s simply “associated with pride to be a part of 
this club.”

CHANGES OVER TIME
As women who have lived approximately half their lives in the 
twentieth century and the other half in the twenty-first, their 
personal and professional lives have witnessed a significant 
amount of change. During our conversation, Archives Specialist 
Jena Cochrane, who works in the National Declassification 
Center with special media, related how she graduated from 
Rutgers with a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice but found 
herself in the telecommunications field instead. Lack of career 
opportunity ultimately led her to take a different professional 
direction. However, she also highlighted with more favor the 
“incredible amount of change” related to issues such as disability 
rights she had witnessed in her lifetime. Jena was not the only 
individual to share that she changed careers. While relating 
experiences in her life, especially her earlier experience in 
military service, Deborah also commented upon the evolution 
of the women’s personal and professional narratives: “We’ve seen 
huge changes—good and bad.”

In addition to reflecting upon the serious nature of change, the 
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group was playful about their longevity. Amid jokes about being 
old enough to be declassified records themselves, Jena thought 
about her formative years in conjunction with her specific 
work with digitization of audio cassettes in the Special Media 
& Electronic Records Division of the National Declassification 
Center: “I remember when someone gave you a mixtape and my 
job is to preserve that now. I’m digitizing the technology we grew 
up with.” 

PROUDLY GEN X TOO
With all the recent dialogue about Boomers, Millennials, and 
Gen Z in traditional media and on social media, this group 
believes that Gen X may be the most modest of them all, is very 
capable, and perhaps the most successful. Monique believes 
that “Gen X is the [right] mix. We pushed the envelope a 
little bit.” The group also commends Gen X’s can-do attitude. 
“We don’t expect, we have to work,” notes Tina who adds that 
this generation “know[s] how to get it done with or without 
technology.” 

Monique and Jena also credit past generations for instilling a 
love for stories, learning, and libraries within Gen X. Monique 
hopes that subsequent generations do not allow easy access to 
technology to devalue these essentials. “Our parents told us 
stories when we were growing up,” she states. “History and oral 
traditions connect us together. We were encouraged to sit down 
and listen to elders and community leaders, and you better look 
something up in the dictionary, library, or encyclopedia before 
asking your parent to assist you with a paper in school. How 
much fun was it to use the Dewey Decimal system to find a book 

in the library! Those research skills that we appreciate at NARA 
were instilled in us in the second grade. This generation can 
easily ask Alexa or Siri a question and seldom look anything up.”

PARTING WORDS
When we spoke, Jena was planning her 50th birthday party, 
ready to embrace this very special occasion. As the first in the 
group to reach this milestone, it was an event she very much 
looked forward to, noting that 50 means so much more than 
getting older or gray hair.

Summing up the group’s 1972 birth year and all-women 
composition Michelle reflected: “When you look at 1972, we 
are the products of women who had an amazing amount of 
choices. I think we are an amazing group of women. The wink 
that Deborah was talking about [earlier in the conversation] is an 
empowering wink.”

The views expressed are the participants’ own and do not represent 
the views of NARA.

PAGE 17, LEFT TO RIGHT
The informal 1972 club participates in an interview where Tina Ligon holds up a 1972 
license plate. Michelle Brown, 2021 December 7. Screen shot.

Monique Anderson. Image courtesy of Monique Anderson.

Jena Cochrane with microfilm she had digitized in NARA’s research room in College Park. 
Image courtesy of Jena Cochrane.

Tina Ligon in her “Vintage 1972” T-shirt. Image courtesy of Michelle Brown.
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Welcome
New Members!
DECEMBER 2021
Christina Geuther . . . . . . . . .        New Brunswick Theological Seminary
Allison Greenlief. . . . . . . . . . . . .Clarion University of Pennsylvania
Amanda Greenwood. . . . . . . . . . . .            University at Albany, New York
Ryan Komitor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Other
Thomas Swett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Travel Ephemera Collector
Abigail Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Rutgers University

JANUARY 2022
Tonika Berkley. . . . . .     Sheridan Libraries, Johns Hopkins University
Jim Douglas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Historic Takoma, Inc.
Kayla Glynn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                UNC Chapel Hill
Jeanne Grimm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Retired - West Virginia University
Penny Imeson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Rocktown History | HRHS
Kathryn Kramer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                K.M. Kramer Consulting, LLC
Deyane Moses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Afro Charities
Charice Thompson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Howard University
Alexandra Trim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      University of Maryland
Amelia Verkerk. . . . . . .      University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Bria Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Johns Hopkins University

FEBRUARY 2022
Camila Aguirre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           New York University
Kathleen Bratton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      The Graystone Society—  

The National Iron & Steel Heritage Museum
Samantha Brice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Fairfax County Circuit Court
Tyler Brinkerhoff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Rocktown History
Mae Casey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Penn State University Libraries
Kevin Clair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Penn State University Libraries
Kathryn Donahue. . . . . . . . . .           Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
Nicholas Hartley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           City of Pittsburgh
Anne Jenkins. . . . . . . .       Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine
Brea Johnson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Howard University
Crystal Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Carnegie Mellon University
Kevin Martin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Hagley Museum and Library
Kimberly Parks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         The St. Paul’s Schools
Matthew Shelley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     San Jose State University
Charles Torchio. . . . . .Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society
Doretha Williams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 NMAAHC

240.215.0224
www.thecrowleycompany.com
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FY 2022, 2nd Quarter (October 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021)

CATEGORY Budget 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter Total % Budget

INCOME
Membership Dues $38,000.00 $21,906.00 $1,546.00 $23,452.00 62%
Conference Registration $85,000.00 $35,260.00 $3,440.00 $38,700.00 46%
Conference Vendors $15,000.00 $2,985.00 $4,900.00 $7,885.00 53%
Conference Sponsorship $7,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 14%
Publication Advertising $4,000.00 $1,256.00 $0.00 $1,256.00 31%
Publication Sales $900.00 $45.00 $180.00 $225.00 25%
Mailing List Sales $70.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Off-Meeting Workshops $1,500.00 $0.00 $750.00 $750.00 50%
Bank Interest $150.00 $1.93 $1.94 $3.87 3%
Investment Interest $2,000.00 $55.38 ($597.08) ($541.70) -27%
Gifts to Operations $800.00 $473.00 $5.00 $478.00 60%
Miscellaneous $0.00 $0.00 $200.00 $200.00 0%

Total Income $154,420.00 $62,982.31 $10,425.86 $0.00 $0.00 $73,408.17 48%

EXPENSES
Administrator $20,000.00 $6,423.61 $4,803.43 $11,227.04 56%
Web Services $6,200.00 $6,237.28 $0.00 $6,237.28 101%
Archivist $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Accountant $1,145.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Advocacy $1,500.00 $0.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 100%
Insurance Policy $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Phone $660.00 $150.25 $149.95 $300.20 45%
Postage $750.00 $4.04 $28.80 $32.84 4%
Office Supplies $125.00 $0.00 $83.67 $83.67 67%
Food $4,760.00 $0.00 $2,347.90 $2,347.90 49%
Travel $1,080.00 $0.00 $33.60 $33.60 3%
Equipment $300.00 $43.43 $0.00 $43.43 14%
Printing and Design $4,600.00 $352.36 $684.97 $1,037.33 23%
Conference $100,000.00 $1,194.95 $40,576.42 $41,771.37 42%
Lodging $1,700.00 $0.00 $662.67 $662.67 39%
Honoraria $1,250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Awards and Prizes $1,550.00 $100.00 $300.00 $400.00 26%
Scholarships $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Banking Fees $5,500.00 $2,130.33 $1,623.09 $3,753.42 68%
Investments $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
50th Anniversary $750.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0%
Miscellaneous $550.00 $0.00 $29.46 $29.46 5%

Total Expenses $154,420.00 $16,636.25 $52,823.96 $0.00 $0.00 $69,460.21 45%

Net Income or (Loss) $46,346.06 ($42,398.10) $0.00 $0.00 $3,947.96

Account Balances Opening Credits Debits Closing
PNC Checking $87,514.74 Operating $46,346.06 $10,425.86 ($52,823.96) $3,947.96
PNC Savings $76,779.55 Restricted $146,709.36 $90.00 ($2,641.43) $144,157.93
Vanguard Bonds $89,148.12 Reserve $54,047.00 $0.00 $0.00 $54,047.00
Total $253,442.41 Surplus $50,349.52 $0.00 $0.00 $50,349.52

Totals $297,451.94 $10,515.86 ($55,465.39) $252,502.41

Summary - Second Quarter FY 2022
Opening Balance $297,451.94
Total Income $10,515.86
Total Expenses ($55,465.39)
Closing Balance $252,502.41

Restricted Funds Opening New Gifts Spending Closing
PNC Savings $55,009.81 Disaster Assist. $16,341.00 $30.00 $0.00 $16,371.00
Vanguard Bonds $89,148.12 Education $123,258.36 $5.00 ($1,641.43) $121,621.93
Total $144,157.93 Graduate Schol $1,894.00 $50.00 ($1,000.00) $944.00

Finch Award $5,216.00 $5.00 $0.00 $5,221.00
Total $146,709.36 $90.00 ($2,641.43) $144,157.93

 

(July 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021)

Treasurer’s Report Fiscal Year 2022, 2nd Quarter
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IMAGE CREDITS

FRONT COVER IMAGE
Jennie Levine Knies (center left) and Mike Knies (center right) at their wedding surrounded by fellow archivists, 2009 October. Image 
courtesy of Jennie Levine Knies.

FRONT COVER, TOP LEFT
Justine (left) and Linda Rothbart at the MARAC fall meeting in Cambridge, Md., 2019 November. Image courtesy of Justine Rothbart.

FRONT COVER, BOTTOM RIGHT
MARAC members attend a movie night at the fall 2001 conference in Richmond, Virginia. MARAC Archives. Special Collections and 
University Archives, University of Maryland Libraries.

Representing Virginia at MARAC - Vince Brooks, Margaret Kidd, Laura Smith, Jessica Johnson, Mary Ann Mason, Paige Newman, Cara 
Griggs, and Laura Stoner. Image courtesy of L. Paige Newman.

PAGE 2
Megaphone imagery created by starline - www.freepik.com

PAGE 13
Band music repertoire list, 1945 July 2. American Music Loan Libraries Project Records, Box/Folder 6/2. Library of Congress.

Nelson Aldrich Rockefeller, half length, seated behind desk, facing slightly left, papers in his hands; as Coordinator of Commercial and 
Cultural Relations between the American Republics. Royden Dixon, 1940. Photograph. Print and Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress, LC-USZ62-58580. https://www.loc.gov/item/2005693058

BACK COVER, LEFT TO RIGHT
Jim Cassedy, Dough McElrath, and Jim Stimpert at the Fall 1997 conference in Wilmington, Delaware. MARAC Archives. Special 
Collections and University Archives, University of Maryland Libraries.

MARAC’s Steering Committee meets at the Fall 1990 conference in Alexandria, Virginia. MARAC Archives. Special Collections and 
University Archives, University of Maryland Libraries.

Elsalyn Palmisano and Fred Pachman attend the Spring 1992 conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. MARAC Archives. Special 
Collections and University Archives, University of Maryland Libraries.
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