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Chair’s Report 
Winter 2016 Steering Committee Meeting 

January 22, 2016 
 

MARAC Business 
By-Laws 
As you all probably know by now, in November 2015, the membership overwhelmingly 
passed a substantial revision of the MARAC Bylaws. The vote consisted of 297 votes cast, with 
288 "yes" and 9 "no" votes.  My sincere thanks go out to those who served on the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Revision of MARAC’s Governing Documents, including Committee Chair 
Lisa Mangiafico, and Committee members Andrew Cassidy-Amstutz, David D’Onofrio, Jim 
Gerencser, and Amy Schindler.  Thank you to former MARAC Parliamentarian Dawn 
Fairchild, who served the committee in an advisory capacity, and a special thank you to John 
LeGloahec, my predecessor as MARAC Chair, for his hard work and dedication to this effort. I 
created the Bylaw Revision Transition Team chaired by Danna Bell. The other Team members 
are: Andrew Cassidy-Amstutz; Becky Collier; Jim Gerencser; Paige Newman; and Charlotte 
Sturm 

Web Team 
After four years as MARAC Webmaster, Matt Strauss will complete his current term on 
December 31. I want to thank Matt for all of his hard work and dedication to MARAC!  I have 
decided to create a Web site Team to efficiently and effectively manage our Internet presence.  
The following three appointments to the new MARAC Web Team were effective January 1, 
2016: 
 

 Tammy Hoffman, MARAC Administrator 

 Donald Sailer (Don), Library Digital Projects Manager, Dickinson College 

 Elizabeth Caringola, Historic Maryland Newspapers Librarian, University at Maryland 

   
This arrangement will allow for a team based approach to the Web site, while freeing up 
Tammy’s time for more member focused activities.  More details will be forthcoming from the 
Web Team. 
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New Business 
In light of the sudden and untimely passing of long time MARAC member Joan Echtenkamp 
Klein, I propose under new business that we name one of the MARAC Travel Awards in her 
honor.  I asked Peter Wosh and Jodi Koste to write a piece for the Winter 2016 MAA 
recognizing Joan’s accomplishments. She will be missed. 

 
Other Activities  

 Wrote “From the Chair” column for the Winter 2016 MAA.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Brian Keough, MARAC Chair, 2015-2017 



 
 
 
 
To: MARAC STEERING COMMITTEE 
From: TAMMY HOFFMAN, MARAC ADMINISTRATOR 
Date:  January 29, 2016 
Re: ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Submitted to the Steering Committee on Friday, January 29, 2016 in Baltimore, MD. 
 

Membership Statistics 
 
There are currently 949 active members (as of January 15, 2016): 
 825 Regular Members 
 29 Retired Members 

95 Student Members 
 

Membership Statistics Comparison 
 

Member 
Type 

2013 (as of 
1/31/2013) 

2014 (as of 
1/31/2014) 

2015 (as of 
1/15/2015) 

2016 (as of 
1/15/2016) 

% change 
2015-2016 

Regular 883 909 913 825 -9.64 

Retired 25 32 32 29 -9.38 
Student 104 121 104 95 -8.65 

Total 1012 1062 1049 949 -9.53 

 
Current State Caucus Membership 

 

Caucus 2015 – 2016 Membership (as of 1/16/2016) 

DC 165 

Delaware 39 
Maryland 187 

New Jersey 122 

New York 212  

Pennsylvania 213 
Virginia 170 

West Virginia 16 

 
Note:  As some members may be part of more than one caucus, total membership numbers 
and total state caucus numbers may differ.   
 
 
 
 



State Caucus Membership Statistics Comparison 
 

Caucus 
2014 (as reported 

1/31/14) 
2015 (as reported 

1/31/15) 
2016 (as reported 

1/15/16) 

DC  177 180 165 

Delaware  57 52 39 
Maryland  202 221 187 

New Jersey  131 127 122 

New York  223 233  212  

Pennsylvania  261 242 213 
Virginia  167 159 170 

West Virginia  13 14 16 

 
New Membership Applications  

Month 2015-16 

November 16 
December 10 

January 19 

Total 45 

 
Additional Information 

 

Membership:  We are starting to see a bit of an upswing in membership numbers since our last 
meeting.   Our final total is down 10% in January (compared to 15% in October 2015).  The number 
of new members has increased in January due to the opening of the Pittsburgh conference 
registration and some Institutions/ members wait until the beginning of the year to renew. 
 
Spring Conference: Online registration for the MARAC Spring 2016 Conference in Pittsburgh, PA 
went live on January 13, 2016. We currently have 50 members registered and 11 vendors with 
revenue of approximately $12,500 confirmed at this time. 
 

Elections:  The 2016 Election is planned to launch on February 1, 2016 and will run until February 
21, 2016. We will mail approximately 40 paper ballots and send out 910 e-ballots from Survey 
Monkey. Since the bylaws vote passed, this ballot will contain the newly-created positions of Chair 
Elect, Awards Committee Chair and the Scholarship Committee (6 positions).   
 
Meetings Coordinating Committee (MCC) Manual – the Administrator has just completed updates 
to the MCC Manual for all of the conference tasks associated with this position.  Once all updates to 
the manual are finalized and have been approved by MCC, Program and Local Arrangements 
Committees will begin using this more up to date manual to guide their planning efforts. 



 

Vice Chair\Meetings Coordinating Committee 

26 January 2015 
 

1) Next  Meeting: 
 

Spring 2016 
When: April14-16, 2016 

Where: Pittsburgh, PA 

Hotel: Omni William Penn Hotel (block already been extended once, some nights 

may have to be enhanced again) 

Room rate: $159 

Local Arrangements Committee Co-Chairs: David Grinnell (University of 

Pittsburgh) and Molly Tighe (Chatham University) 

Program Committee Co-Chairs: Emily Cottle (Winthrop Group) and 

Rachel Grove Rohrbaugh (Elizabethtown College) 

 

*** As of 26 January, we have met room block with 268 rooms. Reminder: when 

room block is not met (in case you have ever wondered why I am always so frantic 

about it) other costs can come into play, depending on the contract, such as fees for 

meeting room rental, along with contracted discounts for food and av can 

disappear.  We are attempting to extend the block again for Saturday and 

Wednesday nights.  There are still 4 rooms left for Wednesday and we have 

overbooked Saturday. Reminder, we already added rooms to Saturday (15) and 

Tuesday (5). We might be able to get rooms at Saturday, but they might not be at 

our price. We do hope, however, to get our rate. Rooms are still abundant for 

Thursday and Friday -- we are using 95 out of the block of 125.  98 reservations 

have been made. All bodes well for a successfully attended meeting. *** 

 

2) Contracted Meetings: 

 

Fall 2016 
When: November 3-6, 2016 

Where: Annapolis, MD 

Hotel: Westin Annapolis 

Room rate: $189 

Local Arrangements Committee Co-Chair: Arian Ravanbakhsh (NARA) and  

Kristine Kaske-Martin 
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Program Committees Co-Chairs: Susan McElrath (American University) and  

Amanda Moss (Naval History & Heritage Command) 

 

Please see draft budget. 

 Prepared by the very experienced Becky Collier. 

 As I have mentioned previously, this will not be a cheap meeting. 

 Food and beverage minimum $25,000. 

 

Spring 2017 
When: April 20-22, 2017 

Where: Newark, NJ  

Hotel: Best Western Robert Treat Hotel 

Room rate: $125. 

Local Arrangements Tri-chairs: Don Cornelius (New Jersey State Archives), Laura 

Poll (Monmouth County Historical Society), and Elizabeth Surles (Institute of Jazz 

Studies) 

Program Committee Co-chair: Dale Paterson (United Methodist Church Archives) 

and Jennie Levine Knies (Pennsylvania State University, Wilkes-Barre) 

 

Please see very, very draft budget attached.   

 

 Please note this meeting, as previously discussed, will be much less 

expensive than most others. 

 Also, almost all the numbers are theoretical. 

 They do not have catering prices yet for the reception, for example. 

 The Hospitality Event included is not like the old, no longer done, 

“Hospitality Suite”; LAC is looking for options, maybe a rooftop option. 

 Food and beverage minimum is $20,000 and, in this case, DOES INCLUDE 

fees and other charges. 

 Note the low registration fee that LAC is proposing. 

 AV pricing not yet received, but we do get at 15% discount. 

 Think they are low-balling the attendance. 

 

Fall 2017 
When: October 25-27, 2017 

Where: Buffalo, NY 

Hotel: Hyatt Regency Buffalo Hotel and Conference Center 
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Room rate: $159 

Local Arrangements Co-Chairs: Jim Tammaro (University of Buffalo) and Amy 

Miller (Buffalo History Museum) 

Program Committee Co-Chairs: Cindy Bendroth (Pennsylvania State Archives) 

and Bonnie Weddle (New York State Archives) 

Food and Beverage Minimum: $15,000 

 

 

3) Next Up For Consideration: 

 

Spring 2018 
Where: Hershey, PA 

Local Arrangements: Hershey Community Archives 

 

4) Manual 
 

Tammy and I have met two times and went over the Manual.  She has since 

made additional clarifications and it has now been kicked back to me to 

make final changes and corrections.  It will then be distributed to several 

individuals who have been closely involved in recent conference planning 

for review. Thanks to Tammy for her perseverance and industry on this! 

5) Service Awards Nominations, Paper To Be Received at Pittsburgh 

Meeting:  

Roanoke Local Arrangements Committee Co-Chairs: Linda Angle 

Miller and Beth Harris and Roanoke Program Committee Co-Chairs: 

Elizabeth Caringola and Jessica Johnson. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Bylaws Revision Chair: Lisa Mangiafico (Really, 

who else could have done that job, that well, and with that level of 

diligence.) 
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MARAC Fall 2016 MEETING Annapolis, MD Base $95: 300 & 350

Proposed Budget

Category Total for 300 Attendees Total for 350 Attendees

INCOME

Registration Fees $28,735.00 $33,425.00

Exhibitor Fees $9,450.00 $9,450.00

Meals $6,000.00 $6,675.00

Reception $200.00 $200.00

Tour Fees $300.00 $450.00

Workshop Fees $2,500.00 $3,750.00

Total Income $47,185.00 $53,950.00

EXPENSES

Hospitality Event $250.00 $250.00

Hotel Expenses $11,630.04 $11,918.44

LAC Expenses $250.00 $250.00

Meal Expenses $25,268.00 $26,298.00

Reception $4,500.00 $4,500.00

Registration/Program $2,750.00 $2,750.00

Session/Plenary Speakers $500.00 $500.00

Tour Expenses $300.00 $450.00

Workshop Expenses $2,450.00 $2,450.00

Total Expenses $47,898.04 $49,366.44

Projected Profit ($713.04) $4,583.56

MARAC Cover of Steering Dinner $900.00 $900.00

Overall Projected Profit $186.96 $5,483.56
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MARAC Fall 2016 MEETING Annapolis, MD Base $95: 300 & 350

Proposed Budget - Income Estimates

Category Cost/Item

300 

Attendees Total Cost/Item

350 

Attendees Total

INCOME

Registration Fees

Pre-Reg Members $95.00 225 $21,375.00 $95.00 250 $23,750.00

Pre-Reg Non-Members $130.00 10 $1,300.00 $130.00 12 $1,560.00

Late Reg  Members $105.00 30 $3,150.00 $105.00 40 $4,200.00

Late Reg  Non-Members $140.00 5 $700.00 $140.00 6 $840.00

Member, on-site $115.00 10 $1,150.00 $115.00 15 $1,725.00

Non-member, on-site $150.00 2 $300.00 $150.00 2 $300.00

Student registration $40.00 14 $560.00 $40.00 20 $800.00

One day (Saturday only) $50.00 4 $200.00 $50.00 5 $250.00

Total Registration Fees 300 $28,735.00 350 $33,425.00

Exhibitor Fees

Ads $50.00 5 $250.00 $50.00 5 $250.00

Vendor Sponsorships $250.00 2 $500.00 $250.00 2 $500.00

Plenary/Conf Sponsorship $0.00 1 $0.00 $0.00 1 $0.00

Other Sponsorships $0.00 5 $0.00 $0.00 5 $0.00

Rental - 1 Table $600.00 12 $7,200.00 $600.00 12 $7,200.00

Rental - 2 Tables $750.00 2 $1,500.00 $750.00 2 $1,500.00

Total Exhibitor Fees $9,450.00 $9,450.00

Meals

Breakfast - Business Mtg. $20.00 100 $2,000.00 $20.00 115 $2,300.00

Lunch - Friday meat $25.00 100 $2,500.00 $25.00 110 $2,750.00

Lunch - Friday veg $25.00 60 $1,500.00 $25.00 65 $1,625.00

Total Meals $6,000.00 $6,675.00

Reception

Donation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Donation 2 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Donation 3 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Donation 4 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Guest Tickets $20.00 10 $200.00 $20.00 10 $200.00

Total Reception Income $200.00 $200.00

Tour Fees

Tour #1 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #2 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #3 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #4 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #5 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #6 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Total Tour Fees $300.00 $450.00

Workshop Fees

Workshop #1 $50.00 10 $500.00 $50.00 15 $750.00

Workshop #2 $50.00 10 $500.00 $50.00 15 $750.00

Workshop #3 $50.00 10 $500.00 $50.00 15 $750.00

Workshop #4 $50.00 10 $500.00 $50.00 15 $750.00

Workshop #5 $50.00 10 $500.00 $50.00 15 $750.00

Total Workshop Fees $2,500.00 $3,750.00

Total Income $47,185.00 $53,950.00
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MARAC Fall 2016 MEETING Annapolis, MD Base $95: 300 & 350

Proposed Budget - Expense Estimates

Category Cost/Item

300 

Attendees Total Cost/Item

350 

Attendees Total

EXPENSES

    Hospitality Suite $250.00 $250.00

Hotel Expenses

AV Equipment Tech $1,620.00 $1,620.00 $1,620.00 $1,620.00

AV Equipment Rental $1,335.00 $1,335.00 $1,335.00 $1,335.00

Room Rentals (deposit) $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00

Miscellaneous Expenses $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00

Service Fee + Taxes for Meals* $7,075.04 $7,075.04 $7,363.44 $7,363.44

        Service Fee if less than minimum** $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00

   Total Hotel Expenses $11,630.04 $11,918.44

   LAC Expenses $250.00 $250.00

Meal Expenses ($25,000 min)

Breakfast - Sat $30.00 100 $3,000.00 $30.00 115 $3,450.00

Coffee Breaks Thur (AM & PM) $56.00 75 $4,200.00 $28.00 100 $2,800.00

Continental Breakfast - Fri AM $40.00 250 $10,000.00 $40.00 275 $11,000.00

Coffee Breaks Fri (AM&PM) $56.00 40 $2,240.00 $56.00 50 $2,800.00

Lunch - Friday (meat) $28.00 100 $2,800.00 $28.00 110 $3,080.00

Lunch - Friday (veg) $28.00 60 $1,680.00 $28.00 65 $1,820.00

Vendor Lunches - Fri** $28.00 16 $448.00 $28.00 16 $448.00

Steering Committee - Th** $45.00 20 $900.00 $45.00 20 $900.00

   Total Meal Expenses $25,268.00 $26,298.00

Reception (Rental, food) $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00

Reception (alcohol) $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00

   Total Reception Costs $4,500.00 $4,500.00

Registration/Program

Program $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00

Folders, Badges, etc. $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 $250.00

   Total Registration/Program Costs $2,750.00 $2,750.00

Luncheon/Plenary Speakers

Lodging $0.00 0 $0.00 $0.00 0 $0.00

Meals $0.00 0 $0.00 $0.00 0 $0.00

Honorarium $500.00 1 $500.00 $500.00 1 $500.00

   Total Luncheon/Plenary Costs $500.00 $500.00

   Total Tour Expenses $300.00 $450.00

Workshop Expenses

Honoraria $300.00 4 $1,200.00 $300.00 4 $1,200.00

Travel (Speakers) $250.00 5 $1,250.00 $250.00 5 $1,250.00

Misc. Expenses $0.00 0 $0.00 $0.00 0 $0.00

   Total Workshop Expenses $2,450.00 $2,450.00

     Total Expenses $47,898.04 $49,366.44

*22% Gratuity/Service + 6% State taxes = 28%

**There's a $50 Serivce Fee (for each) if there are less than 25 Vendor Lunches & 25 Steering Committee dinners
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Base $65: 250 & 300

MARAC Spring 2017 MEETING NEWARK 2017

Proposed Budget

Category Total for 250 Attendees Total for 300 Attendees

INCOME

Registration Fees $16,675.00 $22,300.00

Exhibitor Fees $11,000.00 $11,000.00

Meals $5,125.00 $6,250.00

Reception $600.00 $700.00

Tour Fees $650.00 $975.00

Workshop Fees $4,550.00 $5,800.00

Total Income $38,600.00 $47,025.00

EXPENSES

Hospitality Suite $250.00 $250.00

Hotel Expenses $2,750.00 $2,750.00

LAC Expenses $250.00 $250.00

Meal Expenses $18,487.50 $21,580.00

Reception $5,500.00 $6,500.00

Registration/Program $4,500.00 $4,500.00

Session/Plenary Speakers $338.00 $338.00

Tour Expenses $500.00 $500.00

Workshop Expenses $2,050.00 $2,050.00

Total Expenses $34,625.50 $38,718.00

NET INCOME / PROJECTED PROFIT $3,974.50 $8,307.00
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MARAC Spring 2017 MEETING NEWARK 2017

Proposed Budget - Income Estimates

Category Cost/Item

250 

Attendees Total Cost/Item

300 

Attendees Total

INCOME

Registration Fees

Pre-Reg Members $65.00 125 $8,125.00 $65.00 175 $11,375.00

Pre-Reg Non-Members $110.00 25 $2,750.00 $110.00 25 $2,750.00

Late Reg  Members $75.00 25 $1,875.00 $75.00 25 $1,875.00

Late Reg  Non-Members $120.00 10 $1,200.00 $120.00 10 $1,200.00

Member, on-site $85.00 15 $1,275.00 $85.00 25 $2,125.00

Non-member, on-site $130.00 5 $650.00 $130.00 15 $1,950.00

Student registration $35.00 10 $350.00 $35.00 10 $350.00

One day (Saturday only) $45.00 10 $450.00 $45.00 15 $675.00

Total Registration Fees 225 $16,675.00 300 $22,300.00

Exhibitor Fees

Ads $50.00 5 $250.00 $50.00 5 $250.00

Donations/Sponsorships $250.00 4 $1,000.00 $250.00 4 $1,000.00

Rental - 1 Table $600.00 10 $6,000.00 $600.00 10 $6,000.00

Rental - 2 Tables $750.00 5 $3,750.00 $750.00 5 $3,750.00

Total Exhibitor Fees $11,000.00 $11,000.00

Meals

Breakfast - Business Mtg. $20.00 100 $2,000.00 $20.00 125 $2,500.00

Lunch - Friday $25.00 125 $3,125.00 $25.00 150 $3,750.00

Total Meals $5,125.00 $6,250.00

Reception

Sponsorship $500.00 1 $500.00 $500.00 1 $500.00

Guest Tickets $10.00 10 $100.00 $10.00 20 $200.00

Total Reception Income $600.00 $700.00

Tour Fees

Tour #1 $25.00 10 $250.00 $25.00 15 $375.00

Tour #2 $10.00 10 $100.00 $10.00 15 $150.00

Tour #3 $10.00 10 $100.00 $10.00 15 $150.00

Tour #4 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #5 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #6 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Tour #7 $5.00 10 $50.00 $5.00 15 $75.00

Total Tour Fees $650.00 $975.00

Workshop Fees

Workshop #1 $80.00 20 $1,600.00 $80.00 25 $2,000.00

Workshop #2 $80.00 20 $1,600.00 $80.00 25 $2,000.00

Workshop #3 $45.00 15 $675.00 $45.00 20 $900.00

Workshop #4 $45.00 15 $675.00 $45.00 20 $900.00

Total Workshop Fees $4,550.00 $5,800.00

Total Income $38,600.00 $47,025.00



Vice Chair/Meetings Coordinating Committee 

26 January 2016

Page 9

MARAC Spring 2017 MEETING Newark 2017

Proposed Budget - Expense Estimates

Category Cost/Item

250 

Attendees Total Cost/Item

300 

Attendees Total

EXPENSES

    Hospitality Event $250.00 $250.00

Hotel Expenses

AV Equipment Tech $0.00 $0.00

AV Equipment Rental $500.00 $500.00

Room Rentals $0.00 $0.00

Miscellaneous Expenses $250.00 $250.00

Taxes / Fees $2,000.00 $2,000.00

   Total Hotel Expenses $2,750.00 $2,750.00

   LAC Expenses $250.00 $250.00

Meal Expenses

Breakfast Buffet - Sat $20.00 100 $2,000.00 $20.00 125 $2,500.00

Continential Breakfast - Fri $16.95 200 $3,390.00 $16.95 250 $4,237.50

Coffee Breaks Thur (AM & PM) $15.90 75 $1,192.50 $15.90 75 $1,192.50

Coffee Breaks Fri (AM & PM) $15.90 450 $7,155.00 $15.90 500 $7,950.00

Lunch - Friday (meat) $38.00 100 $3,800.00 $38.00 125 $4,750.00

Lunch - Friday (veg) $38.00 25 $950.00 $38.00 25 $950.00

Steering Committee - Th $38.00 25 $950.00 $38.00 25 $950.00

   Total Meal Expenses $18,487.50 $21,580.00

Reception

Caterer $4,000.00 $5,000.00

Entertainment $250.00 $250.00

Tours $250.00 $250.00

Facility Fees $1,000.00 $1,000.00

   Total Reception Costs $5,500.00 $6,500.00

Registration/Program

Program $4,000.00 $4,000.00

Folders, Badges, etc. $500.00 $500.00

   Total Registration/Program Costs $4,500.00 $4,500.00

Session/Plenary Speakers

Lodging $200.00 $200.00

Meals $38.00 $38.00

Travel $100.00 $100.00

   Total Session/Plenary Costs $338.00 $338.00

   Total Tour Expenses $500.00 $500.00

Workshop Expenses

Honoraria $900.00 $900.00

Lodging/Meals $750.00 $750.00

Travel (Speakers) $300.00 $300.00

Misc. Expenses $100.00 $100.00

   Total Workshop Expenses $2,050.00 $2,050.00

     Total Expenses $34,625.50 $38,718.00



































 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter 2016 NATIONAL COALITION FOR HISTORY REPORT  
MARAC Steering Committee Meeting 

Baltimore—January 29, 2016 
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL HISTORY CAUCUS: There are now 23 Representatives signed on to 
the History Caucus, an increase from 19 at the end of the last session. Unlike the House, the Senate 
does not have formal rules for creating and operating caucuses so a Senate-based History Caucus 
will not be pursued. The NCH website includes a “how-to” page to allow NCH organizations and 
its members (that’s us) to recruit Representatives for the caucus: 
http://historycoalition.org/congressional-history-caucus/ 
 

NCH COMMENTS ON HUMAN SUBJECTS RESEARCH IN ORAL HISTORY: 
In September 2015, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and 15 other federal 
departments and agencies announced proposed revisions to the regulations for protection of human 
subjects in research. The comment period ended Jan. 6, 2016. The draft rule specifically states that 
“oral history, journalism, biography, and historical scholarship activities that focus directly on the 
specific individuals about whom the information is collected” be explicitly excluded from “the scope 
of the Common Rule.” Moreover, the recommendations acknowledged the importance and value 
within oral history—and historical studies more generally—to identify individual actors in history, 
and recognized that there already existed discipline-specific codes of ethical conduct. 
 
The Oral History Association’s (OHA) executive director, the late Dr. Clifford Kuhn, took the lead in 
preparing draft comments on the proposed rule. The comments strongly endorsed the 
recommendation to exclude oral history from the Common Rule. NCH used OHA’s paper as the 
basis for a letter submitted to the HHS on Oct. 30, 2015. Read it at http://historycoalition.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/NCH-HHS-Human-Subjects-Proposed-Rule-10-30-15.pdf. 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2015 FEDERAL FUNDING: On Dec. 18, President Obama signed the 
$1.15 trillion FY2016 Omnibus Appropriations bill to fund federal government operations for the 
rest of fiscal year 2016. The NEH budget was increased for the first time in six years by $2 million 
up to a level of $148 million! 
 
Of particular note is the level funding the National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
(NHPRC) received this year. The original appropriations bill considered in the House Financial 
Services and General Government Appropriations Subcommittee would have cut NHPRC’s FY16 
budget by 40 percent from the FY15 level of $5 million to $3 million. Thanks to NCH’s contacts 
gained from the Congressional History Caucus, the cut was rescinded at the House Appropriations 
Committee markup. The NHPRC was only program in the entire bill to have funding restored. 
 

—Jan Zastrow, zastrow@hawaii.edu 
MARAC/NCH Representative 

http://historycoalition.org/congressional-history-caucus/
http://historycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/NCH-HHS-Human-Subjects-Proposed-Rule-10-30-15.pdf
http://historycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/NCH-HHS-Human-Subjects-Proposed-Rule-10-30-15.pdf
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