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Delaware Public Archives

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Delaware Railroad Company, Archives staff created a short-term exhibit of related documents, maps, drawings, and photographs, January 23 - 27. Focused on the history of rail transportation in Delaware, the exhibit included a model railroad display provided by the Delaware Seaside Railroad Club that featured replicas of prominent Delaware railway landmarks. A total of 645 persons visited the exhibit during the week.

The Archives hosted a monthly lecture series.  On January 6, Ed Kee spoke on the Delaware canning industry and its connection to the railroad.  Lee Jennings detailed the role of the Delaware Continentals during the Battle of Cowpens, February 3.  The Battle of Cooch’s Bridge was the subject of Wade Catts’s presentation on March 3.

DPA’s reference books can now be accessed as part of the Delaware Library Catalog, an electronic catalog to the collections of twenty-eight libraries.  Researchers can search for a specific book, author, or subject before coming to the Research Room.

Records Management Specialist Patty Carrar was selected as the Department of State Employee of the Year.  This is the second year in a row that DPA staff members have been selected as Employees of the Year.

DPA and the Delaware State Library co-sponsored a disaster preparedness and recovery workshop on March 28. The event was attended by approximately 55 representatives of various public, school, and college libraries from around the state. Barbara Moore from the Northeast Document Conservation Center conducted the workshop.

Hagley Library

The Hagley Center presented a one-day conference, “Technological Innovation and the Cold War,” March 9.


The theme of the annual Hagley Fellows Conference, “Missing Subjects,” considers how research on underrepresented themes can contribute to a broader understanding of the history of business, technology, consumption, and work, March 31.

As part of the Hagley Research Seminar series, Professor Howell Harris presented, “Making and Selling America’s First Consumer Durable: The Cast-Iron Stove and Stove Industry in Victorian America,” on April 12.  On May 10, Bruce Hevly will present, “Shooting Truer: Marksmanship Cultures in the United States.”

Historical Society of Delaware
As part of the celebration of the 175th anniversary of Wilmington’s city charter, the Historical Society of Delaware and the Delaware Public Archives are cooperating to present the original document to the public.  This rare document, usually kept in the Delaware Public Archives in Dover, will be on display at the Historical Society of Delaware in Wilmington during March and April.  This will allow Wilmington residents to see their city’s 1832 charter without leaving home!
University of Delaware Special Collections

"The Animal Kingdom: Six Centuries of Zoological Illustration" is a new exhibit based on the superb collection of books in Special Collections containing scientific and artistic images of animals dating from the sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries.  The exhibit runs until June 12, 2007 and was curated by Iris Snyder.

 Winterthur Museum
A new exhibit, “Ancient Egypt and the Egyptian Revival, 1725-1825,” will run until May 13.  This exhibition will reveal that ancient culture and all that it inspired through books from the remarkable collection in the Winterthur Library. The rare books on display will include a copy of Description of Egypt, a volume compiled from 1809 to 1828 that catalogues the art, history, and archaeology discovered by French scholars following Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in the 1790s, as well as the influence on design and architecture caused by this book and others. Visitors will also see the designs of neoclassical engraver Giovanni Battista Piranesi, and trade catalogs that demonstrate how pervasive Egyptian-inspired design has been over the years.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Goss, Delaware Caucus Representative

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
The DC Caucus is pleased that two of its members, Meghan McShea and Diana Shenk, have been elected as Members-at-Large.  (I think this also means that the Archives of American Art has the largest voting bloc on the Steering Committee.)

From Howard University :
OLE_LINK1Legacy: Treasures of Black History was recently awarded the Outstanding Contribution to Publishing Citation by the Black Caucus of the American Library Association.  The book highlights the collections of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center and features twenty-six essays on Black history and culture by noted scholars, including the forward by historian John Hope Franklin and afterword by bibliophile Charles L. Blockson.  The Center's artifacts, documents, rare books, photographs, ephemera, and quotes from oral histories and print material are beautifully reproduced to complement the text.  Legacy was published by the National Geographic Society in 2006 and is co-edited by Thomas C. Battle and Donna M. Wells.  The citation will be awarded during the 2007 Annual Conference of the American Library Association in Washington , DC. 
The DC Caucus held a meeting at the Archives of American Art on January 26, 2007.  The Archives staff gave attendees a tour of the Archives spaces and an introduction to its Terra Digitization Project to make selected collections available online, in their entirety. Several new collections have recently been added to the website and can be seen at www.aaa.si.edu.
Respectfully submitted,
Marisa Bourgoin, DC Caucus Representative

MARYLAND

Frederick County Public Libraries
On April 9 and April 12, the Urbana Regional Library and Gail M. Stephens proudly presented Portrait of a Lincoln Trial Judge: Lew Wallace, Lawyer, Soldier, Adventurer, Author.  Lew Wallace led a fascinating life; in the course of it, he pursued many vocations; he was a lawyer, Union major general, politician, governor of New Mexico Territory, minister to the Sultanate of Turkey, soldier-adventurer in Mexico, and of course, author.  Author Gail M. Stephens lectured about the life of this dynamic individual and answered questions at the Urbana Regional Library Community Room, Urbana, Maryland, and C. Burr Artz Library Community Room, Frederick, Maryland, cosponsored by the Artz Maryland Room.

Maryland History and Culture Collaborative

The Maryland History and Culture Collaborate held its the third meeting on March 16 at the Frederick County Public Library. There were approximately 20 attendees from across the state and a lot of information sharing going on. One immediate result is that several members of the Collaborative joined archivist Rob Jenson at the Montgomery County Historical Society to help box up thousands of old newspapers from Montgomery County that were being stored in the jail.  They're being moved to another correctional facility where the inmates are actually digitizing the papers.  We're calling this the first activity of our Maryland "White Gloves Gang" - helping archivists in need throughout the state.

Maryland Historical Society
Robert W. Rogers has been appointed Director of the Maryland Historical Society.  Rogers, formerly the society’s long-time chief financial officer, was serving as Interim Director after W. Eric Emerson resigned from the position after four months.  Rogers was unanimously appointed director by the trustees.

University of Maryland
“The Catbird Seat: Poets Laureate in Maryland,” is the exhibit currently featured in the Maryland Room Gallery in Hornbake Library at the University of Maryland, College Park, through July.  In 1959, the Maryland General Assembly passed legislation authorizing the Poet Laureate—the legislation also gave the governor the responsibility to “designate a citizen of the State” for this position. Then-Governor J. Millard Tawes appointed Maria Briscoe Croker at the state’s first laureate.  The position of Maryland Poet Laureate is the state’s recognition of the importance of poetry to the vitality of our culture. Laureates do not have a job description but are responsible for defining and then fulfilling their role. Though the position is unpaid, all have traveled throughout the state, giving readings and speaking about poetry most often with students in public schools and with those who have had little contact with contemporary poetry, let alone with poets, in prisons, nursing homes, and hospitals. 
Curated by Elisabeth Cohen Browning, this University of Maryland Libraries’ exhibit honors Maryland poets who have held poetry’s catbird seat in the state. Its focus is on the literary lives of Reed Whittemore and the late Roland Flint, whose papers the University Libraries hold. On display are unpublished works of poetry and prose, manuscripts and drafts, correspondence, personal artifacts and memorabilia, and editions of published work. Extensive materials in the collections are a lens on Whittemore’s and Flint’s well-recognized achievements and will remain of continuing value to scholars and students of contemporary poetry.

In addition, a special event celebrating the exhibit and the accomplishments of Reed Whittemore and Roland Flint will be held on April 26.   Moderated by Merrill Leffler, poet and publisher of Dryad Press, the program features current laureate Michael Glaser and former laureates Lucille Clifton, Linda Pastan, and Michael Collier reading from their own work and from works by Flint and Whittemore.  Information on the exhibit may be found at http://www.lib.umd.edu/mdrm/gallery.html or by contacting Curator of Literary Manuscripts, Beth Alvarez (alvarez@umd.edu).

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Johnson, Maryland Caucus Representative

NEW JERSEY

Upcoming events in 2007 hosted by the Monmouth County Archives include an SAA Workshop, "Understanding Photographs: Introduction to Archival Principles and Practices," June 28-29 (register through SAA).  For Archives Week in October: Workshop on Long Lasting Digital Prints taught by Monique Fischer, Photograph Conservator, NEDCC, October 10; Lecture, "Nineteenth Century Monmouth County Photographers" by Gary D. Saretzky, October 10; Archives and History Day, October 13, featuring keynote address by Professor Walter Greason, Ursinus College, "“Reimagining the Garden of Eden: How Monmouth County Became a Suburban Paradise.”  Seventy tables are available for not-for-profit archives/history agencies and organizations that wish to exhibit on October 13.  For Archives Week registrations, contact sreilly@co.monmouth.nj.us
Exhibition: “To the Mountains of the Moon: Mapping African Exploration, 1541-1880”

Place: Main Exhibition Gallery, Firestone Library, Princeton University

Duration: 15 April – 21 October 2007

Access: Free, open to the Public

Hours: M-F, 9-5; Sat. & Sun., 12-5

Benefiting primarily from the 19th‑century efforts of British, French, and German explorers, most of the general mapping of Africa took place between the founding of the African Association in 1788 and the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, the start of the “Scramble for Africa” by colonial powers—a span of roughly one hundred years. Drawing from the cartographic and rare book resources of the Department of Rare Books and Special Collections, this exhibition documents the evolution of the map of Africa, from 1541 to 1880. It is a story told in the expedition maps, illustrations, and words of those explorers. On view are some of the most historically significant Africa maps by major cartographers, such as Sebastian Müenster, Abraham Ortelius, Willem Janszoon Blaeu, Vincenzo Coronelli, Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville, Guillaume de L’Isle, and Martin Waldseemüller. While particular focus is given to missionary David Livingstone, adventurer Sir Richard Francis Burton, and journalist Henry Morton Stanley, additional exhibition cases cover the expeditions of two dozen other of the most important European explorers/travelers to Africa. Included are Sir Samuel White Baker, Heinrich Barth, James Bruce, William John Burchell, René Caillié, Verney Lovett Cameron, Hugh Clapperton, Dixon Denham, the Lander brothers, François Le Vaillant, Mungo Park, John Hanning Speke, and Georg August Schweinfurth. Exhibited are these men’s published narratives, open to their own maps and illustrated with their own drawings. They show and tell what they saw on their incredible journeys “through the dark continent”—bearing their personal frailties, cultural biases, and stereotypical notions of superiority and invulnerability.

Seton Hall University 

Various collections continue to be acquired on a regular basis as part of an ongoing mission to enhance our resource focus in the area of Catholic New Jersey in particular and expand even further into the realm of American Catholicism at large.  Within the past month three important groupings of historical material have been received for example.  The Father Walter De Bold (1916-2006) library of books and related texts in the study of ritualism and cults across the world will enliven our growing Rare Book Collection.  Former University President Msgr. Edward Fleming has donated a number of newspaper clippings, photographs, letters and associated materials related to his life in academia and administrative circles that chronicle his activities as Chief Executive of Setonia from 1969-70 in particular.  Area teacher and historian, Thomas "TC" Murray who worked on the 1964 Tercentenary of New Jersey, and is widely regarded as the foremost expert on the now defunct Essex Catholic High School, is entrusting his papers and copies of publications which range from the 1960s-2000s to our repository. 

The Msgr. William Noe' Field Archives & Special Collections Center has partnered with the Newark Public Library to cosponsor an exhibit entitled: "The Irish in Newark and New Jersey" which draws on the historical legacy of the Irish-American experience in the Garden State.  The Newark Public Library serves as the physical site and the primary source for display materials, but you can view the contributions of other individuals and repositories including our own during the course of this exhibition which runs from March 14-May 11, 2007.  More information about this event can be found via the following homepage - http://www.npl.org/Pages/ProgramsExhibits/Exhibits/irish07.html 

Various updates to our Homepage have been made over the past few months including a new school-related encyclopedic page that can be viewed via the following link - http://library.shu.edu/sc-homepage.htm 

Submitted by Alan Delozier, Director & University Archivist

The David Sarnoff Library has received a $10,000 matching grant from the Niels Bohr Library of the Center for the History of Physics to process and catalog the papers of two RCA luminaries, Drs. Harry Olson and Vladimir Zworykin.  Directors of the Acoustics and Electronics Labs when RCA opened its new facility in Princeton in 1942, Olson and Zworykin can be described as the fathers of electronic audio and video.  Olson invented the velocity, or ribbon, microphone that provided essentially flat response across audible frequencies, legitimated the field of "high fidelity" sound as a field of research and innovation, and oversaw the development of the first electronic music synthesizer and color videotape recorder. Zworykin invented the first practical electronic video display, using a cathode-ray tube on display in the museum, and the first  television camera using photo-electronic storage for each "pixel" in the imager.  He championed the innovation of commercial electron microscopy, electronic newsgathering video equipment, electronic highway and automotive systems, and the international professionalization of medical electronics.  Both men spent over thirty years at the Princeton Labs and became members of the National Academy of Sciences, among many other professional honors.

Executive director Alex Magoun is pleased to have Dr. Sheldon Hochheiser as archivist in a project that has already revealed new materials from Zworykin's development of electronic television and his leadership in medical electronics, as well as Olson's work on videotape recording.  Rutgers intern Sharon Chapman of the new Digital Libraries M.S. program contributes the bulk of the in-kind matching support, but Alex has also drawn on high school students, chemists, and retirees to help with some of the destapling and rehousing routines, as well as Sarnoff Corporation's resident Access database expert.  Dr. Hochheiser's finding aids will be made available on the Library's website, along with finding aids for the James Hillier Collection and the David Sarnoff Research Center Public Affairs Collection, shortly after the completion of the grant period on June 30.

The David Sarnoff Library is the second largest RCA archival repository in the world, with personal and corporate collections documenting RCA Communications, RCA Lancaster, RCA Broadcast, and RCA Camden, as well as the Princeton Labs. For more information, contact Alex at amagoun@davidsarnoff.org

The Union County Department of Parks has documented its historic park system in a collection of more than 15,000 photographs dating from 1925.  The park system was designed by Olmsted Brothers of Brookline, Mass., the celebrated landscape architects responsible for Central Park in New York City.  The County secured funding from the New Jersey Division of Archives and Records Management PARIS grant program to arrange, describe and preserve this valuable resource.  More than ten percent of the photos are now in protective sleeves, acid-free boxes, and described in an MS Access database.  Many of the photos will appear in a special edition magazine celebrating the 150th anniversary of the founding of Union County.  For more information, contact John Celardo at jcelardo@ucnj.org.

News from Drew University. 

Drew University is proud to announce a recently processed collection, the Carl Michalson Papers (http://depts.drew.edu/lib/findingaids/Michalson/index.php). The Carl Michalson Papers document Michalson's evolving insight into theology, from his days as a student at Drew Theological School until his last days as the Andrew V. Stout Professor of Systematic Theology. Topics include Christology, Eschatology, Hermeneutics, Reformation, Church History, Sin and Salvation, Mysticism, Theology for Crucial Situations, Japanese Theology, and Philosophy. 

Arguably, Michalson's most important research trip was to Japan in 1958 as a visiting lecturer at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary and Aoyama Gakuin University.  Michalson initially set out to learn what Japanese students already understood about Christian theology; after seeing the originality of their thoughts, he had colleagues and students orally translate Japanese theological books and articles into English while he took notes.  

Starting in 1956, Michalson wrote or edited six books in seven years and was praised for bringing modern psychological knowledge to bear upon classic theological problems.  In 1956 he edited Christianity and the Existentialists.  He wrote Faith for Personal Crises in 1958, with a Japanese translation in 1959, based on a series of articles addressing the role of faith with the crises of anxiety, marriage, suffering and death, vocation, and doubt. In 1959, Michalson translated Friedrich Gogarten's The Reality of Faith to English.  Analysis of faith and reason formed the foundation of two books, The Hinge of History in 1959 and The Rationality of Faith in 1963.  Japanese Contributions to Christian Theology was published in 1960 as was The Witness of Kierkegaard, which Michalson edited.  His final book, Worldly Theology:

the Hermeneutical Focus on Historical Faith, was in the process of being typed by Michalson at the time of his death; it was published posthumously in 1967. 

On November 8, 1965, Michalson was on his way to speak at a National Conference on Christian Education in Cincinnati, Ohio when the airplane crashed into a hill when trying to land in a storm.  A colleague, Professor John Godsey, stated the importance of Dr. Michalson to Drew University and to the Christian Church when he declared that, “Probably no American theologian was more effective in interpreting the meaning of Christian faith to the growing masses of searching and bewildered college students than Carl Michalson.”

This collection contains hand-written lecture and publication notes and research, student notebooks and papers, course outlines and bibliographies, correspondence, professional papers, photographs, published articles, sermons, recorded class lectures, and the corresponding written outline of the recorded lectures, compiled by Reverend Frank Ostertag, former student of Michalson.

This collection was processed by Anna Henderson, student from the School of Communication Information and Library Studies at Rutgers University, and supervised by Cheryl Oestreicher, University Archives Associate at Drew University.  For more information, contact Cheryl Oestreicher at coestrei@drew.edu.

The Monmouth County Historical Association Library & Archives has published a booklet designed for outreach to high school students. “Documents in the Classroom: The World War II Home Front in New Jersey” presents facsimilies of primary sources from the MCHA collections, along with a document analysis worksheet and teacher's guide. Funding for this publication was awarded by the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.   For more information, contact Carla Zimmerman at cbzimmerman@monmouth.com .

Plainfield Public Library

Librarians from all over New Jersey attended An Archives Preservation Workshop
at Plainfield Public Library on April 12.  Janet Riemer, MLS, of Special Collections at Rutgers University and Jessica Myers, Local History Librarian, led an archives training session in which participants were introduced to book preservation.    Ms. Riemer, initiator of the preservation program at Rutgers University, presented a comprehensive overview of the collection and preservation techniques.  Participants learned by demonstration to solve problems such as tears in leather, holes or rips in paper, book repair, and how to make polyester covers to isolate deteriorating volumes. The workshop was sold out and Plainfield Library’s Local History hopes to sponsor another one soon.   The program was one part of the Plainfield Police Log Project funded by the Union County Historical Commission. This project includes evaluation of the 340 volume Police Log and Ledger Collections, compiling a name index, a preservation workshop, a restoration of the volumes, and a police log exhibition. 

The Preserving Plainfield Police Logs and Ledgers exhibition opened on April 12 and documents the changing mores.  Local History and Special Collections makes much use of exhibitions to extend access to our holdings and interest in American history.   A Stitch In Time an exhibition of antique samplers opens this month in the Plainfield Room.  This collection, on loan from of Thomas C. Diller, holds a rare Plainfield New Jersey Sampler.   We have recently launched an online version of our winter exhibit Plainfield On the Move:  200 Years of Transportation in New Jersey on our Website at http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info.  This exhibit highlights photographs, postcards, posters, and ephemera from the Plainfield Local History collections.  
The Local History Department is pleased to announce the receipt of papers from the Marjorie and Roger Vail Collection. The material will be invaluable for primary research on early Plainfield and New Jersey history. The Collection contains information on the Plainfield pioneer Quaker families including: the Vails, the Laings, the Fitzrandolphs,  the Knights, the Stiehls, the Leis and others.  This collection will be closed while the material is being organized and stabilized in archival housing.

For more information on our collection, exhibits or website, please call Jessica M. Myers, Local History Librarian, Plainfield Public Library, 908-757-1111 ext. 136 or e-mail jessica.myers@plfdpl.info . 

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Linke, New Jersey Caucus Representative

NEW YORK

 Columbia University Libraries is one of the top ten academic library systems in the nation, with 9.2 million volumes, over 65,650 serials, as well as extensive collections of electronic resources, manuscripts, rare books, microforms, and other nonprint formats. The collections and services are organized into 25 libraries, supporting specific academic or professional disciplines. Columbia Libraries employs more than 400 professional and support staff to assist faculty, students, and researchers in their academic endeavors.

Here are four items from Columbia:

Susan Hamson Accepted to Frye Leadership Institute 

(NEW YORK, February 9, 2007) Susan Hamson, Curator of Manuscripts and University Archives at Columbia University Libraries, has been accepted to the Frye Leadership Institute, an important higher education leadership development program. She will spend an intensive 2 weeks in June 2007 at the Institute located at Emory University. 

Named in honor of Billy E. Frye, a distinguished leader in higher education who is now retired, the Frye Leadership Institute seeks to develop creative leaders who guide and transform the future of academic information services for higher education. Participants are nominated by a member of their institution's senior leadership and are selected competitively from among applicants who have a commitment to, and talent for, leadership within higher education. 

"This will be an outstanding opportunity for Susan to work with higher education leaders and with library and IT colleagues from across the U.S." said Jim Neal, Columbia's Vice President for Information Services and University Librarian. 

The Institute, partially supported by a generous grant from the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, is sponsored by the Council on Library and Information Resources, EDUCAUSE, and Emory University. 

Hamson said, "It is an honor to be selected from among so many exceptional applicants and represent CUL at the Frye. My year-long practicum will focus on Columbia University’s Manhattanville expansion as a case study for the role of business intelligence in a university setting. Not only do I look forward to the personal enrichment that this program affords, but I also have the opportunity to apply what I will learn for Columbia’s benefit--and that is a very exciting prospect." 

Before becoming the Curator of Manuscripts and University Archives in 2004, Hamson worked at Princeton University where she served as Archivist for the University Archives Project (2002-2004) Prior to that Hamson worked at the Chemical Heritage Foundation in Philadelphia as Archivist (1999-2002) and Archives Assistant/Project Cataloger (1997-1999). She has served as Adjunct Lecturer at Camden County College, teaching courses in Ancient History and U.S. History (1993-2004). Hamson received her Master’s in American History from Rutgers University in 1995. 

Columbia's Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library Receives Grant to Preserve Archives of New York Firm Emery Roth & Sons

(NEW YORK, February 14, 2007) The Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library at Columbia University has received a $141,453 grant from the E.H.A. Foundation, Inc. to process and make available the recently-acquired post-war archive of New York architects Emery Roth & Sons. 

For almost a century the Roth firm designed commercial and apartment buildings located in Manhattan and elsewhere. Avery Library also owns the firm's archive up to Emery Roth's death in 1948. Represented in the new acquisition are well-known New York commercial buildings such as the Pan Am Building, the Citicorp Building, the Colgate-Palmolive Building, The Sperry Building and the Look Building. It consists of over 400 boxes of materials, 293 of which are boxes of rolled drawings. The remainder of the collection contains folded construction drawings, individual job records, and associated business files. 

"This substantial archive was donated to us in 2006 by Higgins & Quasebarth, a New York firm specializing in preservation and rehabilitation of historic properties," explained Gerald Beasley, Director of Avery Library. "With the help of the E.H.A. Foundation, an important body of twentieth-century American architecture is being cared for and made accessible to the scholarly community of historians, preservationists, planners, and architects served by Avery Library's department of Drawings & Archives." 

The Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library is one of the most outstanding and comprehensive collections relating to architecture and the fine arts in the world. Avery collects a full range of primary and secondary sources for the advanced study of architecture, historic preservation, art history, decorative arts, city planning, real estate, and archeology. The Library contains more than 400,000 volumes, including 35,000 rare books, and receives approximately 1,000 periodicals. Avery’s Drawings and Archives collection includes over one million architectural drawings and records. The Library is home to the Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, an operating program of the Getty Research Institute, which is the only comprehensive American guide to the current literature of architecture and design.

Columbia University’s Oral History Research Office Launches Carnegie Corporation Oral History Website 

(NEW YORK, January 24, 2007) Columbia University’s Oral History Research Office [OHRO], in partnership with the Libraries Digital Program Division and Digital Knowledge Ventures, announces the launch of a new multi-media oral history website focusing on the oral history of Carnegie Corporation conducted by OHRO. The oral history and website (http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/digital/collections/oral_hist/carnegie/) were funded by a series of grants from Carnegie Corporation and features interviews with Carnegie staff, trustees, and grant recipients. Visitors to the site can explore the interviews in three forms: streaming video, audio, and written transcripts. Nearly forty hours of interview with twenty-one different people are accessible on the site. 

A central focus of the website is the Corporation’s work in South Africa, where it funded legal reform and research into black poverty during the decades of apartheid. Grant recipients who carried out the research and fought apartheid in the courts detail their experiences and the importance of the Corporation’s contributions. In addition to interviews, text and photographs about the Corporation’s century-long presence in South Africa, the site features a documentary, "Voices of South Africa," that includes an interview with former Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Jim Neal, Columbia's Vice President for Information Services and University Librarian, said, "Oral histories represent a unique view of history, in this case, the work of one of the world's most important philanthropic organizations. This multimedia record of Carnegie is now being made available online to scholars and students throughout the world."

The site also records the history of Carnegie’s outreach in education, global welfare and policy reform. Former President Jimmy Carter speaks to the broad context of Carnegie grant-making, and former presidents of the Corporation Alan Pifer and David Hamburg explore the mission of Carnegie as it developed in the last decades of the 20th century. A number of interviews with women executives and program officers illuminate the changing role of women in philanthropy. The site also features an interview with Joan Ganz Cooney on the development and long-term support of "Sesame Street."

Carnegie Corporation's grant to the Oral History Research Office funded two oral history projects to document the organization's history. The first project, which ran from 1966 to 1974, resulted in 479 hours of testimony and covered the Corporation's first 58 years of existence. The second phase of oral history interviews was conducted from 1996 to 2000, focused on Carnegie's history from 1970 until 2000. This phase yielded more than 270 hours of interviews including 63 hours shot on high definition video.

"Foundations, which should stand for the best ideas and impulses of the American people, their idealism, altruism and generosity, can only be successful in this mission if they are transparent about their work, accountable to the public, and deeply committed to honoring the links that connect past generations to those who are here today and will follow us tomorrow. The Carnegie Corporation Oral History web site that has been created under the auspices of Columbia University's Oral History Research Office is an important means of sharing the vision that Andrew Carnegie had nearly a century ago of creating an institution dedicated to the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding and how it has put that mandate into practice through its grantmaking," said Vartan Gregorian, president of Carnegie Corporation of New York.

The Columbia University Oral History Research Office is the oldest and largest organized university-based oral history program open to the public in the world. Founded in 1948 by Pulitzer Prize winning historian Allan Nevins, the oral history collection now contains nearly 8,000 taped memoirs, and nearly 1,000,000 pages of transcript. The program is also a center for teaching and research, offering opportunities for students, visiting scholars and fellows.

Carnegie Corporation of New York was created by Andrew Carnegie in 1911 to promote "the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding." Under Carnegie's will, grants must benefit the people of the United States, although up to 7.4 percent of the funds may be used for the same purpose in countries that are or have been members of the British Commonwealth, with a current emphasis on Commonwealth Africa. As a grantmaking foundation, the Corporation seeks to carry out Carnegie's vision of philanthropy, which he said should aim "to do real and permanent good in this world."

Columbia University's Digital Knowledge Ventures is a multimedia design and development group providing services to clients on campus as well as to organizations outside the University. Founded in 2000 by Columbia's central administration, Digital Knowledge Ventures operates under the auspices of the University librarian, James Neal. Our staff is made up of experts in graphic design; programming; technical and business development; rights, video and picture research; and marketing, licensing, and sales. 

Exhibit:  "The Open Mind and Heart: Remembering Thomas Merton."  

On display from February 12-March 23, 2007.  An essayist and poet, Thomas Merton was a cloistered monk who improbably became a leading literary and cultural figure in the 1950s and 1960s. He lived for many years at the Abbey of Gesthemani, a Trappist monastery in central Kentucky, where he was known as Father Louis. In 1944, he published Thirty Poems under his secular name, and was encouraged by Abbot Frederic Donne to write an autobiography. The resulting account of his awakening and conversion - The Seven Storey Mountain, published in 1948 - became a surprise bestseller, earning Merton widespread renown and inspiring many Americans to undertake spiritual retreats of their own. In the years that followed, Merton continued to keep and sometimes publish his personal journals and also wrote extensively on literature. He carried on a substantial correspondence with old friends, religious leaders, and leading writers, and in the 1960s turned outward to address the pressing issues of that era, including race relations, economic inequality, and the nuclear arms race. A growing interest in eastern mysticism prompted a trip to India, highlighted by a visit with the Dalai Lama. It was later in the same journey, at a religious gathering in Thailand, that Merton died by accidental electrocution.

==

The board of Upstate History Alliance (UHA) is very pleased to announce the appointment of Kelly Calnon Falck to the position of director.  Kelly’s familiarities with the museum landscape of New York and with UHA provide her with a head start in her work as the director.
 
 Ms. Calnon Falck was the Director of Education at The History Center in Tompkins County from 2002 to 2006. While there she redesigned their educational focus and was instrumental in the success of the award winning “Student Historian: Training, Research & Journalism Initiative”. She was project manager and creator of the IMLS funded “History Links” document based curriculum kits, creator of the “Make-It Take-It History” series for young children, and author of the “Step through Time in Downtown Ithaca” historic walking tour.  Her previous work experience includes positions at the Chemung County Historical Society in Elmira; the Hershey Museum in Hershey, Pennsylvania and COSI, the Center of Science and Industry in Columbus Ohio, where she was part of the team that launched the organization from its roots as a local attraction to a multi-million dollar institution.
 
As a past board member of the Upstate History Alliance, Kelly served on the Diversity and Native American task forces, and as board treasurer. Over the course of her career Kelly has presented at the conferences of the American Association for State & Local History and the Upstate History Alliance, and has also served as a consultant on exhibition and program development projects.  
 
Through the Upstate History Alliance, Kelly hopes to inspire historical and cultural organizations to use their resources to not only help people understand the past, but also gain perspective on the present and take an informed role in shaping the future. With the board of directors, Kelly will work to fulfill UHA’s vision to be a leader among cultural service organizations through innovative and creative approaches to history.
 
Kelly began working with UHA on January 8, 2007.  We are please to have Kelly on board and hope that members will join in welcoming her at the upcoming annual conference in Syracuse.

==

On April 13, Ontario County hosted a grand opening for its newly expanded Records and Archives Center.  The event included welcoming remarks from Ted Fafinski, Chairman of the Board, Mary Luckern, Chairperson, Government Operations and Improved Methods Committee and Charles Evangelista, Chairman, Public Works Committee.  Dr. Leslie C. O’Malley provided a presentation to celebrate the opening:  From the Shadows to Center Stage: Why Women Appear in 19th Century Historical Records.  Tours of the facility were offered throughout the day, including a continuously running PowerPoint presentation by County Historian Dr. Preston Pierce on the history, function, and construction phase of Records and Archives at Ontario County.  

==

John Diefenderfer was appointed the Provincial Archivist of the Daughters of Charity Archives Northeast Province.  The Archives Office was established in 1979 by Sister Elaine Wheeler, D C., CA who still enjoys working there five or six hours most week days. 

==

From Ed Galvin at the Syracuse University Archives

A new movie is in production - "The Express" - about the life of Ernie Davis, first African American to win the Heisman trophy, but who died the following year of leukemia.  The movie is to star Dennis Quaid and Rob Brown.  Since Davis was a 1962 graduate of Syracuse University, the SU Archives has been providing background information and materials for the production.  We have been working with the production design team, costume designer, makeup designer and stunt coordinator since February.
 

To date we have supplied nearly 500 scans of plaques and desk items, football programs, SU seal, advertisements from our student newspaper, letterhead, bowl game programs, SU logos, photographs of teams, coaches and individual players, photographs of Ernie Davis, campus photos, Cotton Bowl materials...
 

We have also loaned yearbooks, a freshman beanie, 7 large cartons of SU trophies for one of the scenes, and copied nearly 100 architectural drawings of our former stadium.
 

Questions got as minute as the color of the sleeves on the coaches jackets.
 

This has been quite an experience.
 ==

New York City Based Conference Focuses on Efforts to Preserve 9/11 History

Albany, NY — Preserving New York City’s collective memories of the 2001 attack on the World Trade Center and the subsequent city, state and federal response was the subject of a one-day conference entitled The September 11, 2001 World Trade Center Attacks Documentation Efforts – Five Years On.  The event, held at the SPCS Woolworth Conference Center and organized by the World Trade Center Documentation Task Force, brought together more than 100 family members and survivors of the attack; first responders; archivists; historians; museum curators, and officials from city, state and federal governments.  

The purpose of the program was to discuss evaluate the archival and historical community’s efforts currently underway to identify, collect and preserve public and private records that chronicle the attack and its aftermath and to determine future steps necessary to insure that the historical record is as complete as possible for use by future generations.

Presentations held focused on the on-line initiatives of Voices of September 11th, the largest 9/11 survivor’s group; efforts by CUNY/College of Staten Island and Hofstra University to document the effects of the attack on Staten Island and Long Island; federal efforts to save documentation concerning 9/11; and programs of the New York State Archives and New York State Museum, both based in Albany, to collect, catalog and make available to the public documents and artifacts related to the rescue, recovery and response.

The event, additionally, featured a keynote address by Dr. James E. Young entitled, The Stages of Memory at Ground Zero. Dr. Young served on the jury for the World Trade Center Site Memorial and is completing a book on the subject.

“This was a tremendously important event that brought together a group of dedicated organizations, each committed to preserving and promoting public awareness of great tragedy and greater courage,” stated New York State Archivist Christine Ward.  “Through the efforts of the World Trade Center Task Force, future generations can be assured that much of the information necessary to properly tell the story of New York City in the moments, days, weeks, months and years after the disaster will be available.  I want to commend the efforts of all involved in this important project for their efforts on history’s behalf,” she said.

Also in attendance and keynoting the event was Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein, himself a native of New York City.  "The National Archives is proud to have an opportunity to participate in this occasion that focuses on one of modern America's most transformational events," Weinstein said.   "I applaud the people of New York City and New York State for their efforts in this symposium to focus continued public attention on this nationally defining memory."

The symposium is made possible by funding from the New York State Archives, New York State Archives Partnership Trust, and the National Historical Publications and Records Commission.  Administrative support was provided by the Archivists Roundtable of Metropolitan New York, Inc.

Respectfully submitted,

Raymond LaFever, New York Caucus Representative

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia Area Consortium of Special Collections Libraries

The Philadelphia Area Consortium of Special Collections Libraries (PACSCL) is nearing the completion of the first year of work on its 30-month Consortial Survey Initiative.  Funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the PACSCL Consortial Survey Initiative is assessing unprocessed and underprocessed archival collections at 21 of its member institutions.  The three-member project staff, assisted by archivists, librarians and curators at the participating institutions, use a survey methodology, adapted from The Historical Society of Pennsylvania’s earlier Mellon-funded assessment project, which uses quantitative and qualitative measures to assess the physical condition, housing, physical access, intellectual access, and research value of each collection.  The data collected will be used to inform institutional and consortial priorities for processing, exhibits and other collections-related projects, as well as to improve intellectual access to the collections for researchers.  To facilitate the latter goal, the project database, developed in Filemaker Pro specifically for the project, has capability for generating DACS-compliant collection-level MARC and EAD records, in addition to other types of output.

As of April 2007, the project has surveyed 488 collections comprising over 3,700 linear feet in nine repositories, including the American Philosophical Society, Bryn Mawr College, Chemical Heritage Foundation, Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College, Haverford College, The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the Library Company of Philadelphia, the Rosenbach Museum & Library, and the Wagner Free Institute of Science.  Plans for the coming year include surveying at most of the remaining institutions, providing public access to the collection descriptions created for the project, and disseminating information about the project and the project tools more widely in the archival and special collections community.

For more information on the PACSCL Consortial Survey Initiative, please visit the project website at http://www.pacsclsurvey.org or contact Christine Di Bella, Archivist and Project Director, at cdibella@hsp.org.

Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science

BABAK ASHRAFI has been appointed the first Executive Director of the Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science (PACHS).  Dr. Ashrafi holds the Ph.D. degree from SUNY Stonybrook in theoretical physics, and earned a second Ph.D. from MIT in the history of   science.  His work in cultural institutions has included a lengthy association with the Dibner Institute, and as Associate Historian at the American Institute of Physics.  Dr. Ashrafi assumed his new post on 2 April, 2007. 

PACHS moved from an incipient idea toward actual start-up when the National Science Foundation responded favorably to our proposal to fund inaugural operations.  The award of $665,000 will provide an operating budget for PACHS over the next four years.  During this time, PACHS expects to establish fellowships, build programs and technical infrastructure, and create a nurturing and collegial environment for graduate students in the history of science.   PACHS will also provide a means for institutions with a common interest in the history of science to cooperate in collection building, sharing resources, and interpreting science and related disciplines to various publics.  For the immediate future, PACHS will have executive offices in the American Philosophical Society’s Richardson Hall at 431 Chestnut Street, in Philadelphia. The establishing institutions of PACHS are: 

· Academy of Natural Sciences 

· American Philosophical Society 

· Chemical Heritage Foundation 

· College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

· Franklin Institute 

· Hagley Museum and Library 

· Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

· Library Company of Philadelphia 

· Princeton University 

· University of Pennsylvania 

· Wagner Free Institute of Science 

An Executive Committee of representative institutions, along with several interested parties and distinguished historians of science, is responsible for creating an establishing document, a strategic plan and budget, and the vision of how PACHS will serve the history of science community and the public.  We are grateful for this strong support of the Philadelphia-area history of science community, and especially acknowledge the contributions of Ruth Schwartz Cowan (University of Pennsylvania), Angela Creiger (Princeton University), Ed Mormon (formerly, College of Physicians of Philadelphia), Martin Levitt (American Philosophical Society), Robert Peck (Academy of Natural Sciences),  and George Vogt (formerly, Hagley Museum and Library). The first official impetus for PACHS was made possible by a 2004 planning grant of $30,000 from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. 

Two members of the PACHS Board stepped down and will be succeeded by Terry Snyder, Director of the Library at the Hagley Museum and Library, and Ronald Brashear, Director of the Othmer Library at the Chemical Heritage Foundation.  The PACHS Board is pleased to welcome these two new members. 

 Pennsylvania College of Technology

Archivists from Lycoming College, Geisinger Medical Center, Bloomsburg University, Lock Haven University, Bucknell University and Mansfield University will attend the annual Susquehanna Library Cooperative directors’ meeting on April 27 at the Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport. They will tour the new Roger & Peggy Madigan Library, see the new archives facility and discuss what is happening in their institutions.

Lancaster County Historical Society

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission and the Pennsylvania Humanities Council have funded a project to assess, rehouse, and catalog the Scrapbook Collection at the Lancaster County Historical Society. This project is underway and will be completed in June 2008.

The Office of Commonwealth Libraries, Library Services and Technology Act, and the Institute of Museum and Library Services have funded a project to digitize The New Holland Clarion, a local newspaper for eastern Lancaster County. The earliest volumes (1873-1950) of the paper were microfilmed in 2005 as part of the Pennsylvania Newspaper Project. The digitized newspaper will be available to the public in Summer 2008. The project is a collaborative effort of the Lancaster County Historical Society and the Eastern Lancaster County Library, with administrative support from the Lancaster County Digitization Project.

Dickinson College & Millersville University

Millersville University and Dickinson College have been awarded an LSTA Grant through the PA Department of Education for a collaborative project to digitize nineteenth century books and pamphlets dealing with slavery, abolition, and the Underground Railroad.  This project will not only support classes and workshops taught by faculty at each of our institutions and other schools of higher learning, but is also intended to support the teaching of these themes to a broad K-12 audience.  Marilyn Parrish, Special Collections Librarian & University Archivist at Millersville, and Jim Gerencser, College Archivist at Dickinson, will serve as co-directors for this one-year digitization project.

Penn State

Sue Hamburger received funding from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to bring three archival continuing education workshops by the Society of American Archivists for the third year to Penn State.  The first advanced-level workshop of 2007, "Describing 

Archives: A Content Standard," was taught by Bill Landis, Yale University, on March 26 to a capacity attendance of thirty archivists and librarians from Penn State, central Pennsylvania, and New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, West Virginia, and Florida. The $15,000 grant underwrites most of the registration costs for Pennsylvania participants, giving them the opportunity to learn from the experts for $20 per day.  The next two workshops, "Copyright: The 

Archivist and the Law" and "MARC According to DACS: Archival Cataloging to the New Descriptive Standard," will be offered on May 10-11 and June 18-19, respectively.  The grant funds are committed to pre-registrants for these two workshops, but space is still available 

at SAA's full rate.

Sue has already submitted the grant application for the next three workshops, and if funded, look for "Encoded Archival Description," "Style Sheets for EAD: Delivering Your Finding Aids on the Web," and "Building Digital Collections" to be offered at Penn State in Spring 2008.   Look for announcements on the PA Caucus listserv and the Archives and Archivists listserv, and the workshops' Web site, www.libraries.psu.edu/saaworkshops/ for news about workshops in 2008.

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) is sponsoring Historical Societies Leadership Forums. These Leadership Forums will be held across the Commonwealth on the following dates and places: the Eastern Forum was held at the Historical Society of Montgomery County in Norristown, 1654 DeKalb Street on March 26; the Western Forum will be held at the Jefferson County History Center in Brookville, 172-176 Main Street on April 16; and the Central Forum will be held at the Cumberland County Historical Society in Carlisle at 21 North Pitt Street on May 21.

The Forums offer speakers addressing such topics as Civil War Anniversary Planning, Finding History in Your Community; Schools +Societies = Historical Community; Archival Principles for Small Historical Repositories; Educational Programming – For the Fun of It!; Re-interpreting Your Collection; Strategic Planning for Boards; How to Find Funding When It is (Almost) Impossible; and Understanding the Pennsylvania Cultural Data Project.

Historical societies wishing to attend can obtain a registration brochure by calling Edith Walsh at PHMC at (717) 214-8649 or by downloading a registration brochure from the PHMC’s website at www.phmc.state.pa.us.  The Forums are being co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission; Alliance of Pennsylvania County Historical Societies, Pennsylvania Federation of Museums and Historical Organizations, and Pennsylvania Humanities Council. 

Walter Lyon Honored at Ceremony March 12


The Pennsylvania State Archives honored noted civil engineer Walter Lyon for donating his personal and professional collection at a ceremony and reception on March 12, 2007.  Hosted by the Pennsylvania Heritage Society, several of Lyon’s colleagues and friends, as well as Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) staff, attended the event at the State Archives facility in Harrisburg.  PHMC Executive Director Barbara Franco and State Archives Bureau Director David Haury presided at the ceremony which also included remarks by environmental historian Vagel Keller and Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Professionals Conservation Heritage Committee Chair Wayne Kober.  See an inventory of his collection click on Manuscript Group (MG) 472 at:   http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/mg/index.htm 

Family Heritage Day Big Success!


Approximately 700 people visited The State Museum of Pennsylvania Sunday March 11 for the eighth annual Family Heritage Day.  Family Heritage Day is a celebration of family and community history, where people can get free advice from the experts on document and photograph preservation. Also, over 25 representatives from county and local historical societies and organizations were present to promote their holdings.  These included the Dauphin, Lancaster, and Middle Paxton Historical Societies; Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, the US Army Heritage and Education Center, the State Library, the National Archives, and others. Free appraisals of family books, papers, and photographs were provided by the Bookworm Bookstore in Lemoyne. William Penn himself (Bill Kashatus) was present to show everyone his original 1681 Charter that was on display that week only. 

PHMC Scholars In Residence, 2006–2007
            Since 1993, the PHMC, through its Scholars in Residence Program, has funded research of its own extensive archival and artifact collections, in order to expand understanding of Pennsylvania history.  To date, more than one hundred scholars have participated in the program, conducting research on such diverse topics as electrification in Pennsylvania, labor in the state’s iron, coal, and railroad industries, free people of color in the mid-Atlantic region, right wing political movements, Native American material culture, and the Civil War.  The Scholars often examine little-known or underutilized resources to reveal new information.  For example, recently Venetia Guerrasio, a PhD candidate in history at the University of New Hampshire, conducted research in a unique source at the State Archives, the Records of the Anatomical Board of the State of Pennsylvania (Record Group 11), for her dissertation on the history of dissection in Pennsylvania medical schools, hospitals, and university anatomy laboratories at the beginning of the twentieth century.  These records allowed her to reconstruct the process, relationships, and politics whereby undertakers procured unclaimed bodies for research and study.  Ms. Guerrasio identified the Records of the Anatomical Board through a global web search and had great praise for the extent and depth of information about its holdings on the State Archives web site. 


For more information on the SIR Program, and how to apply, click on the “Scholars in Residence” link on the PHMC web site at: http://www.phmc.state.pa.us  The deadline for applications is each January.     

The Hershey Community Archives

Tammy L. Hamilton recently joined the Hershey Community Archives staff as the Assistant Archivist.   She began work October 1, 2006.   She was most recently employed by the Library of Virginia as a Reference Archivist.  She holds a MLS from the College of Information Studies, University of Maryland.  In her new job Tammy is responsible for all aspects of collections management and access.
The Archives recently received funding from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to process and rehouse a large collection of architectural records.  The collection, consisting of approximately 6000 individual sheets, documents the growth and development of Hershey, Pennsylvania from 1912 to 1990.  This group of plans, received from Hershey Entertainment & Resorts Company, complements an earlier accession of architectural records that were processed in 2003, also with the support of a PHMC grant.  In March, Robin Elliot joined the Archives’ staff as project archivist.  Robin will process the collection, prepare a finding aid, and enter descriptive information into an in-house database.

Pennsylvania Workshops

On 13 February over 30 participants attended a workshop entitled "Archives 101" sponsored by the Pennsylvania Federation of Museums and Historical Organizations and hosted by the Centre County  Historical Society.  The workshop instructor was Valerie A. Metzler,  C. A. of Valerie Metzler Archivist/Historian, Altoona.  Those  attending at the Centre Furnace Mansion in State College were  conservators, volunteers in historical societies, amateur family  

historians, librarians, geologists, genealogists and archivists.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Bendroth, Pennsylvania Caucus Representative

VIRGINIA

Twenty-three members of the caucus representing five institutions met for the annual spring meeting that was held at the Virginia Historical Society in Richmond on Friday, April 6.  The theme this year was “What’s Happening?” in which caucus members got an opportunity to hear about new archival programs that have been developed and coordinated by the State Historical Records Advisory Board and new archival collections that have been made available to the public recently.  The speakers were Conley Edwards and Jennifer McDaid of the Library of Virginia and Mary Virginia Currie of the Virginia Historical Society.

Mr. Edwards was named State Archivist in 1996 and is the Director of Archival and Records Management Division at the Library of Virginia.  He is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College and the University of Richmond.  Ms. McDaid became Deputy Coordinator of the State Historical Records Advisory Board in 1999 and has worked in the Publications Division and Archives Research Services Branch at the Library of Virginia since 1991.  She was recently hired as the Library’s first Local Records Appraisal Archivist and is a graduate of Old Dominion University and the College of William and Mary.  Ms. Currie joined the staff of the Virginia Historical Society in 1991 as a volunteer cataloger and has worked as both an Assistant and Associate Archivist.  She currently is the Society’s Business History Archivist and has degrees from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Two business issues were raised before the speakers’ presentations.  There was discussion and a consensus to create a more updated caucus webpage on the MARAC website.  New possible features include a “Virginia Site of the Month,” a caucus newsletter, a statement from the Caucus Representative, and the removal of some of the broken links currently on the webpage.  Secondly, there was some discussion of Archives Week being celebrated differently than in years past.  SAA has encouraged the celebration of American Archives Month and while many institutions in the Commonwealth in will host their own celebrations in October, it was proposed that various events focusing on preservation, appraisal, outreach, conservation, etc. be celebrated at the Library of Virginia weekly as opposed to several events in one week.

In attendance were:  Lois Angeletti (Library of Virginia); Mary Virginia Currie (Virginia Historical Society); Conley Edwards (Library of Virginia); Cassandra Farrell (Library of Virginia); Derek Gray (Library of Virginia); Tracy Harter (Library of Virginia); Ervin Jordan, Jr. (University of Virginia); Joan Echtenkamp Klein (University of Virginia); Mark Lamb (Virginia Historical Society); Jennifer McDaid (Library of Virignia); Julia Merkel (James Madison University); Linda Angle Miller (Roanoke College); Amanda Morrell (Library of Virginia); Paige Neal (Library of Virginia); Paige Newman (Virginia Historical Society); Eileen Parris (Virginia Historical Society); Jessie Robinson (Library of Virginia); Amy Schindler (College of William and Mary); Lee Shepard (Virginia Historical Society); Laura Stoner (Virginia Historical Society); Johnnie Taggart (Virginia Historical Society); Chad Underwood (Library of Virginia); and Alison White (University of Virginia).

Following the speakers’ presentations and lunch, the meeting concluded with an excellent behind-the-scenes tour of the Reynolds Center for Business History (which is housed in the Society’s new wing that was completed in 2004) and the Society’s museum exhibition spaces.  Lee Shepard, Director of the Archives and Manuscripts Division and MARAC member, conducted the tour.  Feedback from the meeting was positive as all members enjoyed seeing old friends and colleagues and meeting new ones.

Virginia Historical Society Awarded Mellon Foundation Grant

Virginia Historical Society was recently awarded a major, three-year grant by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to fund the processing of more than 800 linear feet of manuscript collections in the processing backlog.  The target list of collections to be included in this project include large collections of papers of the Bryan, Gray, Louthan, Massie and Sheppard families, personal papers of Virginia Governors A. Linwood Holton and E. Lee Trinkle and of diplomats Walter Lyman Rice and Walter Spencer Robertson; records of the Central National Bank; the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad; the Shenandoah Land and Improvement Company; and the personal papers of historian Douglas Southall Freeman.  Overall, the targeted collections touch on every aspect of Virginia's economic, political and social history from the 18th through the 20th centuries.

Respectfully submitted,

Derek Gray, Virginia Caucus Representative

WEST VIRGINIA

The Special Collections department of Marshall University is in the process of moving to the second floor of the Morrow Library. Staff hope to have the move completed by the end of the summer.

Marshall University has several exhibits in their Virtual Museum, located on their website at http://www.marshall.edu/library/speccoll/virtualmuseum.asp. Those include an exhibit on Camp Washington-Carver, the first 4-H camp for African-American youth in the United States, the effect of the 1937 Ohio River flood on Huntington, and the 1970 Marshall Airplane Crash Memorial.

During History Day 2007, fifty-two persons were recognized by First Lady Gayle Manchin as History Heroes for their work with various historical and genealogical groups around the state. Good weather this year contributed to a large turnout of groups who filled the capitol rotunda with displays and took time to meet with various elected officials to discuss concerns.

The efforts to process and make available the Senator Jennings Randolph papers are underway at the West Virginia State Archives. Staff have completed arranging and listing twenty boxes of photographs of the senator with various officials and at different events. Over the next several years, staff will work on the nearly 1000 cubic feet of papers, organizing and preparing finding aids to facilitate the work of researchers.

West Virginia recently hosted staff of the Papers of Abraham Lincoln project, seeking original Lincoln pieces to add to their compilation. Institutions visited included the West Virginia State Archives and West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Work on the West Virginia Vital Research Records Project, a cooperative venture between the West Virginia State Archives and the Genealogical Society of Utah, continues, with records for births, deaths, and marriages for ten additional counties to be added to the online database in the next few months. Added to the original six counties and the statewide deaths, this will vastly increase the ability of people doing genealogical research to find ancestors and view the digital copies of the original records for themselves.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Basham, West Virginia Caucus Representative
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