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STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

Delaware

Delaware Historical Society

The Delaware Historical Society Research Library continues to be closed for extensive HVAC work.  Construction began in March and was originally scheduled to be completed in early June.  The librarians are accessible by telephone or e-mail, but access to collections is very limited.
Delaware Public Archives

State Archivist C. Russell McCabe unexpectedly announced his retirement on July 1.  Russ started his career at the Archives in 1978 and was named State Archivist in 2005.  James Frazier is now the Acting Director.  Jim has worked at the Delaware Public Archives since 1985. After serving as a Records Analyst from 1989 - 1996, he took on the position of Government Services Manager.  Jim is a Certified Records Manager. 

As part of the State’s cost-saving efforts, the State Visitor Center will be moved to the Archives lobby and the staffs of the Division of Libraries and the Government Information Center will move into the Archives building.  It is expected that the Archives, Libraries, and GIC will be combined into one agency.  The Research Room public hours on Wednesday night and the third Saturday of each month has been eliminated in another cost-cutting measure.

Seven additional computers have been added to the Research Room to expand the number available for public usage.  Ten work stations will now be available to access Ancestry.com.

The Archives’ Online Store is now operational. This function will allow patrons to request and pay for copies of DPA resources and purchase Delaware Heritage Commission publications online.

Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
No report.
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
General Administration
I have begun the process of inviting the 79 members of the Maryland Caucus who have email addresses in the MARAC rolls, but are not on the Caucus mailing list.
McDaniel College
The Archives at McDaniel College is the recipient of the IMLS Connecting to Collections Bookshelf.  This is a collection of essential texts, charts, online resources, and other materials that will aid McDaniel College Archives in the care of its collections. 
Peabody Room, D.C. Public Library
[image: image1.jpg]


Jerry McCoy received the Charles Atherton Award for Exceptional Service by a Dedicated Public Sector Professional. The award was presented May 11, 2009 by D.C. Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans on behalf of the Citizens Association of Georgetown for preservation of the Peabody Room's Georgetown archives. Photograph shows Councilmember Evans (right) giving the award to Jerry, with Washington D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty to the left. Photo courtesy of Rick Cunningham. Jerry is the Special Collections Librarian and Archivist for the Washingtoniana Division and Peabody Room, as well as the president of the Silver Spring (MD) Historical Society.
University of Maryland, University Archives
News item--The University of Maryland Archives is pleased to announce the publication of the University of Maryland Football Vault by John McNamara.  This comprehensive history of the Terrapins includes hundreds of image drawn from the University Archives as well as reproductions of ticket stubs, game day program covers, marching band formation charts, decals, and even a small felt pennant.  The University of Maryland Football Vault is one of the most recent installments in a series of such publications produced by the Whitman Publishing Company in  Atlanta, GA.  Maryland is the sixth school in the MARAC region to be featured in this run, joining Penn State, Rutgers, University of Virginia, Pitt, and West Virginia University in this illustrious group.
The University of Maryland Archives has jumped into the Web 2.0 pool with two new projects: a University Archives blog entitled "Archival Attractions" (located at http://www.lib.umd.edu/blogs/univarch_exhibits/ ), and a Facebook page (come be a fan!). Each contains images from the Archives, responses to reference queries, interesting historical tidbits, and links to digitized content.  In the Fall, the Archives plans to utilize both projects to run an exhibit/contest, featuring strange or unusual images from the Archives' photographic collections, and inviting patrons to create witty or amusing captions.  Winners will get a small prize, and the top entries will be published, along with the contextual information explaining each image's origins.

Caucus Representative 

Rob Jenson
New Jersey
New Jersey CAPES Report

CAPES has received its funding from the state's Historical Commission and has been able to conduct two new site surveys this past quarter.  Two more consultations have been scheduled and two more are pending.  

Dale Patterson

Here is news from the Newark Public Library  Special Collections.

Notable Acquisitions

   1. Ward, Lynd.  God's Man: A Novel in Woodcuts, New York: Jonathan Cape and Harrison Smith, 1929.  [signed copy].  Gift of former NPL staffer, Daniel Schechter.  This is a noted 1929 early graphic novel by a New Jersey artist for which we have many other examples. 

   2. Collection of over 100 shopping bags from various stores including Ann Taylor, Talbot's and Ralph Lauren and possible new bags from Saks Fifth Avenue, stores based in Montclair (Semplice, etc.), Fresh Produce, Abercrombie & Fitch and Macy’s.  Gift from Edith Rights.

   3. Two prints from artist Anneli Arms: Tiger Cub (1), no. 5 in an edition of 10; and Dragonfly, no. 8 in an edition of 10.

   4. Two library purchases from artist Patricia Dahlman: Dahlman, Patricia and Michael Dal Cerro.  Hope to Rebuild, 2008;  We Live in a Divided Country, Try to Bridge that Gap, 2008 with woodcuts and linoleum cuts by Deborah Harris, Michael Dal Cerro and Patricia Dahlman.

   5. United States. War Dept. Abstract of Infantry Tactics…, Boston: Hilliard, Gray Little and Wilkins, 1830.  Gift of William J. Dane.

   6. Gift of 23 publications relating to printing history from NPL Trustee, Dr. Timothy Crist.  The material be included in the Richard C. Jenkinson Collection and included such titles as:

         1. Ryder, John.  Printing for Pleasure, London: The Bodley Head, 1976.

         2. Hellinga, Lotte.  Caxton in Focus: The Beginning of Printing in England, London: The British Library, 1982.

         3. William Caxton: An Exhibition to Commemorate the Quincentenary of the Introduction of Printing into England, London: British Library, 1976.

         4. A Bookman's View of Los Angeles: Published for Members of the Grolier Club…, Los Angeles: Zamorano Club, 1961.

         5. Printing at the Whittington Press, 1972-1994: An Exhibition at the Grolier Club…, Woburn, Mass. and New York: International Typeface Corporation and The Grolier Club, 1994.

   7. Gentenaar, Peter.  Pure Paper, Rijswijk : Wim Findhammer/uitgeverij Compres, 2008.  Library purchase. A collection of pamphlets on paper samples, this publication of nine individual books has each “printed on different sorts of cover and book papers. Included are articles on fibre artists at work, from fibre to paper, natural paper, traditional paper, and the future of paper.”

Chad Leinaweaver

Special Collections Division

Newark Public Library
News from the Monmouth County  Archives:

Forty history related organizations -- archives, historical societies, museums and other agencies -- have signed up for Archives and History Day on October 10 at the Monmouth County Library.  Twenty tables are still available. The theme this year is the Great Depression in the 1930s and an exhibit on this topic prepared by the Monmouth County Archives will be on view during the month of  October.  On October 7, the Library will host a book repair workshop and a lecture on the Depression-era photographers, Edwin and Louise Rosskam.  To register, conrtact sreilly@co.monmouth.nj.us

Gary Saretzky

County Archivist

David Sarnoff Library:

Even as the Library and its board have wrestled with the complications of closing and transferring collections, its student volunteers from five high schools have made great strides in rehousing, collating, and digitizing projects.  

Connor Chapman completed a two-year project started by Arjun Raghuraman to convert the complicated three-way index (1931-51) and tables of contents (1952-84) for RCA Broadcast News magazine into an Excel spreadsheet.  This enables far easier access to the articles documenting the changes in broadcast stations and equipment from early radio to electronic video newsgathering.

John Tyminski has scanned to 400dpi PDF, downloaded, and labeled over 1,000 pages  of RCA Victor Service Notes, 1923-1949 covering hundreds of radios, record players, and televisions.

Casey Finn has scanned to 300dpi tiff images RCA's Radio Age magazine, 1945-1957, providing high-resolution copies of the company's public relations publication.  This project complements an earlier one to digitize the Radio Age index.

Swapnil Mhatre has scanned to PDF, downloaded, and labeled the contents of RCA Review, the company's technical journal, bringing the digital collection to Volume 42 of 47.

Poojitha Mantha scanned to 600 dpi some 300 4" x 5" negatives covering the Publicity File for the RCA Labs, 1945-1960.

Rahul Phanse scanned another 300 negatives to 600dpi documenting research at the RCA Victor labs in Camden and the field tests for electronic television in the 1930s across New Jersey and the New York City metropolis.

Vivian Zhang and Anvitha Vallabhaneni scanned at 300 dpi 400 of the Library's advertising collections for RCA, Victor Talking Machine, and their competitors from 1900 to 1950.

Ujaas Barvalia, Alekhya Dulur, Daniel Huang, Arnold Kao, Nikhil Mashettiwar, Hamad Masood, Kishore Riyali, and Nikhil Sheth all contributed to the boxing and labeling of RCA Labs notebooks, 1960-85 over the course of the school year.

In addition, Princeton University doctoral candidate Ben Gross has picked up where Kunal Deopare left off, and digitally photographed the rest of the notebooks of the participants in the invention of LCDs (liquid crystal displays).  Dr. Rebecca Mercuri and Kevin Meredith have also taken up digital photography, converting over 10,000 pages of Harry Olson’s papers on acoustics research and high fidelity to 10MB images while retaining the arrangement of the papers in the digital version.  Finally the executive director scanned to PDF the run of RCA Laboratories Annual Research Reports, 1944-1975, as well as numerous technical reports related to flat-panel displays.

The Library’s digital holdings in images and PDFs currently runs over 200 gigabytes in 2,600 folders.

The Library's executive director, Dr. Alexander Magoun, has been appointed by Governor Jon Corzine to the State Historical Records Advisory Board

Alexander B. Magoun Ph.D.

Curator and Executive Director

David Sarnoff Library

Seton Hall University

Various collections continue to be acquired on a regular basis as part of an ongoing mission to enhance institutional history resources. Included among our recent acquisitions are the papers of the Mercier Club of Montclair, New Jersey, a Catholic intellectual and social organization named in honor of the famed Belgian Cardinal Désiré-Félicien-François-Joseph Mercier, noted for his resistance to German occupation of his homeland during the Great War. In addition, the accumulation of several bound study notes on the life of Italian patriot, Giuseppi Garibaldi from a local scholar who specializes on his life and career. Various artifacts recently were given to our repository by the Most Revered Charles J. McDonnell, Auxiliary Bishop of Newark and Brigadier General in the United States Army. Archives Assistant Kate Dodds has also constructed a detailed exhibit to highlight his career in the Church and military.

The latest edition of the New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission electronic newsletter (entitled: The Recorder) for Winter/Spring 2009 is accessible for review via our homepage through the following link - http://library.shu.edu/sc-files/sc-NJCHRC.htm

The Archives & Special Collections Internet site continues to add content on a regular basis in order to make this site even more interactive and data-intensive than ever before. Our homepage can be access via the following URL - http://library.shu.edu/sc-homepage.htm

Submitted by Alan Delozier
Director & University Archivist

Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University Libraries, is having a major fall exhibition, Bridging Generations: Women Artists and Organizations from Rutgers' Collections. The exhibition features photographs, documents, books, and art work from Rutgers' extensive archival holdings on women artists since 1945. Hilary Robinson, Dean of the School of Visual Arts at Carnegie Mellon University, will give a keynote address at the opening October 5.  Rutgers has received a grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities to support programming related to the exhibition, which will be on display until January 30.  Further information will be forthcoming on the Special Collections and University Archives Web site.  http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/libs/scua/scua.shtml

With funding from the Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a group made up of museum, library, and archives professionals from throughout New Jersey is in the midst of statewide preservation planning efforts.  A survey was distributed to repositories and well-attended focus groups were held in each region of the State.  The New Jersey group has contracted the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA)and Lyrasis (formerly Palinet) to assist us in this effort.  A statewide meeting will take place at the Newark Museum in October 2009 where an analysis of the survey forms and focus group meetings will be presented, and further planning towards implementation of recommendations and the compilation of the final report.  Among the most critical needs expressed are that for statewide, regional, or county storage/preservation centers.

Fernanda Helen Perrone, D. Phil.

Archivist and Head, Exhibitions Program

Curator, William Elliot Griffis Collection

Special Collections and University Archives

Rutgers University Libraries 

Dale Patterson

NJ Caucus Chair

New York
City of New York Women’s Collection project

The La Guardia and Wagner Archives, in association with the New York City Department of Records and Information Services, have recently completed a multi-year processing project of The Council of the City of New York: Women’s Collection. This is a valuable collection not only for female students seeking role models in public office but also for researchers of New York City history. Documents range from the charming, such as a letter from a 4th grader to City Council President Carol Bellamy regarding Feminism, to matters of life and death exemplified in bill jackets containing correspondence and committee reports which argue for strengthening domestic violence laws. The collection, which is over 365 cubic feet, includes the papers of City Council President Carol Bellamy and Council Members Una Clarke, Yvette Clarke, Lucy Cruz, Ronnie Eldridge, Kathryn Freed, Miriam Friedlander, Carol Greitzer, Karen Kosolowitz, Carolyn Maloney, Ruth  Messinger, Eva Moskowitz, Juanita Watkins, and Priscilla Wooten. 10 of the 14 collections will be permanently housed at the La Guardia and Wagner Archives. The remaining 4 collections (Carol Bellamy, Miriam Friedlander, Carol Grietzer, and Ruth Messinger) will be permanently housed at the Department of Records and Information Services, Municipal Archives. 

The papers have been indexed in our database and are now searchable at http://www.laguardiawagnerarchive.lagcc.cuny.edu/nycccol/. (A link to a guide to the collection can be found at the bottom of the page under the title “Women In Government: The City Council Collection at the La Guardia and Wagner Archives.”) The collection is open and available to researchers. A plan is also in place to digitize and microfilm the papers. 

Digital Dilemmas symposium

New technologies have quickened the pace of societal change, and Digital Dilemmas – a day-long symposium hosted by the Metropolitan New York Library Council on April 16, 2009 – addressed some of the ways archives and libraries might benefit from this changing landscape and deal with the challenges therein. 

Digital Dilemmas assembled leading thinkers in digital information management and digital scholarship fields: Clifford Lynch, Director of the Coalition for Networked Information; Evan Owens, Chief Technology Officer, Portico; Roger Schonfeld, Research Manager, Ithaka; Patricia Aufderheide, Director, Center for Social Media, American University; and Dan Cohen, Director, Center for History and New Media, George Mason University.

The diverse perspectives of the speakers reinforced the notion that archives and libraries are part of a larger ecosystem of digital information management that includes publishers, scholars, students, and almost any individual or institution creating and using information in a digital environment. As part of that ecosystem, archives and libraries may look to other institutions wrestling with similar digital information management and delivery challenges. The group looked at some of these challenges facing libraries, archives, and other cultural heritage institutions, and many of the presentations and discussions with the audience focused on the wide range of opportunities, tools, and best practice models used in areas other than archives and libraries which might be used to best satisfy our communities’ information needs.

Post-symposium resources -- including a short summary, slides from presentations, the day's agenda, and photos from the event -- are all available on the Digital Dilemmas Symposium page.  (http://bit.ly/digitaldilemmas) 

Guggenheim Museum Expands Access to Archival Materials

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of its Frank Lloyd Wright-designed building this year, has expanded the public and private access to its archival materials with the support of four recent grants totaling more than $200,000. The grants have been awarded by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), the Documentary Heritage Program of the New York State Archives, the Hilla von Rebay Foundation, and the New York State Council on the Arts to preserve archives that document the museum’s founding history and select areas of exhibition and educational programming. 

Most recently, on June 9, 2009, the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) approved $140,400 over two years for the purpose of arranging, describing, digitizing, and making more accessible five key archives collections that address the administrative and exhibition history of the first 50 years of the Museum, specifically, Hilla Rebay records (1939-1952), from the first director of the Museum of Non-Objective Painting, which became the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in 1952; James Johnson Sweeney records (1952-1960), from the second director of the Museum and first director to work in the completed Wright building at 1071 Fifth Avenue; Thomas M. Messer records (1961-1987), from the third Guggenheim Director; Exhibition records (1939-1987); and the  Reel to Reel collection, a compilation of 675 audiotapes, dating from 1952-1990, which document lectures, symposia and radio shows produced at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum. The Guggenheim is one of only six organizations nationwide in 2009 to receive an NHPRC grant specifically for the detailed processing of archives.

The Documentary Heritage Program of the New York State Archives, administered by the State Education Department, awarded a $9,842 grant in 2008-2009 for a project archivist dedicated to the processing of the Learning Through Art records.  Learning Through Art (LTA) is a 39 year-old program administered by the Guggenheim that places professional teaching artists into New York City public elementary schools, where they collaborate with classroom teachers to develop art projects that allow students to learn art skills and techniques and explore ideas and themes related to the school curriculum.  The LTA records span the years 1970—2008, with most of the materials dating from 1990—2005, and they document the creation and existence of LTA as a vital and pioneering arts education system both within New York as well as in LTA affiliate past programs expanded to national and international locations such as Italy, Mexico, and Spain. The collection catalogues the administration of in-school residencies developed with the Guggenheim, the annual LTA exhibitions at the museum, and LTA programs, which includes workshops and tours, publications, research, and audio-visual materials. Highlights from the LTA records, such as press releases, event invitations, and images of student artwork, can be accessed on the Guggenheim’s website at www.guggenheim.org/archives/A0015. The arrangement and description of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum Archives' Learning Through Art records was made possible in part by a grant from the Documentary Heritage Program of the New York State Archives, a program of the State Education Department.

Formally established in 1973, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum Archives traces the development of Guggenheim's private collection as well as the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, and actively collects materials on the history of the museum in New York from its inception in 1939 as the Museum of Non-Objective Painting on East 54th Street to its present incarnation as the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum at 1071 Fifth Avenue. The Guggenheim Museum Archives provides access to all processed archives collections. Select records are available to the public through the Guggenheim’s online Archives Collections, and established scholars and doctoral students may conduct preliminary research and find instructions on how to schedule an appointment to visit the archives at www.guggenheim.org/archives.

The Parish of Trinity Church in the City of New York 

The Trinity Church Archives is pleased to announce its new blog, “The Archivist’s Mailbag.” The blog features the stories told by the documents in the archival collection, which, though it contains items dating to the church’s 1697 charter, was only organized and accessible as recently as 2003.  The blog seeks to unlock these once-hidden treasures by sharing the answers to commonly asked or particularly interesting questions, highlighting the usefulness of the collection as a resource for scholars of New York City, Trinity Church, and Episcopal history. The response from readers has been enthusiastic and positive, and the blog has already brought new researchers to the Trinity Church Archives.  The blog can be accessed on Trinity’s Web site at http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/outreach/?blogs. For more information contact the Archives at archives@trinitywallstreet.org.

New Warehouse Space for New York Public

The New York Public Library is currently renovating a building in Long Island City, Queens.   This building will be the new office space for some departments of the Library.  The office space where archivists work on collections is moving to LIC. Most of the archivists from the Manuscripts and Archives Division are slated for this new location, though the Manuscripts and Archives Reading room for researchers remains at 5th Ave. and 42nd Street.   An exact time period has not been specified for the move, but most likely it will be early 2010.

Darwin Stapleton retired from the Rockefeller Archive Center on July 1, 2008. He is now Executive Director Emeritus and has begun a sabbatical that has included speaking and consulting in Australia, China, England, and Germany, as well as in the U.S.

The Ontario County Records and Archives Center is introducing the Xerox Docushare system to the departments.

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever
Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts

The Archives of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts will be closed from July 1 to Sept. 15, 2009. When it reopens, the facility will be manned two days a week until the spring of 2010, when it is hoped a new full‑time archivist will be hired. Cheryl Leibold, the PAFA archivist for the past 23 years, retired from full‑time employment June 30. She will keep the department open two days a week during the 09‑10 school year.

Cheryl has published widely on topics concerning the PAFA. Her latest publication is In the Service of Art: A Guide to the Archives of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. This 76‑page reference work describes PAFA's archival collections, which are nationally recognized as an indispensable tool for the study of American art history. Includes 34 illustrations, and a condensed list of the over 60 collections of artists' papers in the PAFA archives. ISBN  978‑0‑943836‑33‑1. $24.95.  To order: 215‑972‑2075, or shop@pafa.org<mailto:shop@pafa.org>, or visit: http://www.pafa.org/Shop/Portfolio‑Online/403/.

Caucus Representative

Linda A. Ries

Virginia
The Virginia State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) received a grant for $19,994 from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission in June 2009. With grant funds, the Virginia State Historical Records Advisory Board will be able to provide funds for the printing and distribution of the Virginia Archives Month poster.
Sixteen institutions submitted images for the Archives Month in Virginia 2009 poster, which will be distributed this fall.  Images selected are also available on the archives month web site.  Special thanks to Vince Brooks for coordinating the submission of images for the poster.  An event-planning guide has been added to the web page this year.  Special thanks Laura Davis for putting the guide together and to Jason Roma for handling the web site.

The Archives Month planning committee has planned two events for Archives Month 2009: a Virginia History and Archives Fair at the Museum of the Confederacy, in Richmond Tuesday, October 27, with a lunchtime speaker from Virginia Commonwealth University; and a book talk, reception, and behind-the-scenes tours at the Library of Virginia Thursday, October 29, at the Library of Virginia.  Author Bruce Chadwick will speak on his book , I Am Murdered: George Wythe, Thomas Jefferson, and the Killing that Shocked a New Nation.  

Plans were confirmed for the Library of Virginia to host at MARAC educational workshop on managing digitization projects October 7, 2009.  The Library will receive four spots in the workshop in exchange for waiving facility rental fees.

On June 20, Governor Kaine instructed state agencies to submit plans for absorbing proposed budget cuts of an additional five, ten, and fifteen percent.  

 The Library of Virginia announced plans to close the Virginia Shop in the lobby of the Library, at the end of July 2009.

Suzy Szasz Palmer was appointed Deputy Librarian at the Library of Virginia in July.  Palmer was formerly Director of Research and Information Services at the Library of Virginia. 
Caucus Representative
Catherine OBrion
West Virginia
No report.
Caucus Representative
Nat DeBruin
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