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On December 7, during the official proclamation of Delaware Day in the Delaware Room at the Archives, Secretary of State Jeffrey W. Bullock, Lt. Governor Matthew Denn and Delaware's First Lady Carla Markell presented former state archivist C. Russell McCabe with the 2009 Governor’s Heritage Award.  The award recognizes an individual who has made a distinguished contribution to the recognition, preservation, and celebration of Delaware’s heritage.
DPA continues to produce new informational YouTube videos.  The last two describe how to register and perform research at the Archives, and the other gives an overview of the photograph collections.  Plans are also in the works to create a blog for the Outreach and Public Services sections.

Three vital statistics collections from DPA have been recently posted on Ancestry.com.  Marriage records (1744-1935), birth records (1800-1932), and death records (1811-1933), including Bureau of Vital Statistics certificates are now available for use on-line.  At a future date, these records will be available on-line to anyone with a Delaware library card.

Hagley Library

Hagley Library was featured in two recent public-broadcast television programs: History Detectives, broadcast on PBS, and Covered Bridges: Spanning Time, on Maryland Public Television. In the first program, sociologist Tukufu Zuberi, one of the show’s on-air “history detectives,” came to the Hagley Library to research an invention called “The Seadrome,” created by Edward R. Armstrong in the 1920s. Zuberi met with Jon Williams, Hagley’s Andrew E. Mellon Curator of Prints and Photographs. Zuberi and the show’s producers were intrigued by a possible connection between the Seadrome and the Sun Ship Company, whose records are housed in the Hagley Library. The show’s producers knew that a large-scale model of the Seadrome had been built and tested, but did not know who built that model or what happened with the project afterwards. Hagley provided the show with several still photographs of Armstrong and the Seadrome models, as well as promotional publications printed to attract backers for the project. The show can be viewed in its entirety at http://video.pbs.org/video/1229733006.

In the second show, Covered Bridges: Spanning Time, Marge McNinch, Hagley reference archivist, details her research on this subject. The producers contacted McNinch as a result of her book, Bridges, which focuses on the covered bridges of Delaware. The program explores more than two dozen charming and historic covered bridges of Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia.

Special Collections, University of Delaware 

Special Collections is undergoing some urgently needed renovation of the movable stacks.  Some collections may be inaccessible to users until the renovation is completed in mid-March.

As reported in the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Wilmington News Journal, and 6ABC News, UD graduate students Amanda Daddona and Matthew Davis discovered an 1808 Thomas Jefferson letter to Joseph Bringhurst in the newly acquired Rockwood Archives. Spanning the seventeenth century until the late 1970s, the Rockwood Archives document generations of the Shipley, Bringhurst, Hargraves and Sellers families. The letter, dated February 24, 1808, was sent by Thomas Jefferson to Joseph Bringhurst and is an eloquent expression of condolence on learning of the death of John Dickinson, a close friend of Bringhurst.

Caucus Representative

Randy L. Goss 

District of Columbia
The Air National Guard History Program

The Air National Guard History Program recently updated its website, http://www.ang.af.mil/history.  We added a Bibliography on Air National Guard history and the militia tradition. In addition, we are putting articles in the Reference section. Featured on the homepage, is one of the 18 articles already posted: "The Air National Guard and the War on Drugs: Non-State Actors Before 9/11," by ANG historians Alan Meyer and David Anderson. An oral history of Major General Winston P. "Wimpy" Wilson, Chief of the National Guard Bureau, has been added to the oral history transcripts already available on the website.

For more information, contact: Susan Rosenfeld, Ph.D., C.A., Historian, Air National Guard NGB/PAH, 1411 Jefferson Davis Hwy, suite 11200, Arlington, VA 22202-3231 P: 703-607-2543; FAX: 703-607-3686 (Comm.); P: 327-2543; FAX: 327-3686 (DSN) NIPRNET: susan.rosenfeld1@us.army.mil SIPRNET: susan.rosenfeld@ngb.smil.mil
Caucus Representative

Alison Oswald

Maryland
D.C. Public Library, Peabody Room
The District of Columbia Public Library Foundation announces a matching fund challenge to benefit the Peabody Room, the Georgetown history special collections housed in the Georgetown Neighborhood Library.  The Alice and Russell True Foundation have announced that it will match every dollar up to $50,000 of donations received by the DCPL Foundation to benefit conservation of the Peabody Room’s collections by November 1, 2010.  To kick of the fundraising effort, the True Foundation has already made a donation of $10,000. 
Part of the DC Public Library’s Special Collections, the Peabody Room contains books, documents, photographs, and artwork spanning three centuries of Georgetown history – one of the most significant collections of neighborhood history in the nation.  Many of the archival materials in the collection were water damaged from the April 30, 2007 fire that heavily damaged the library.
A portion of the True Foundation donation will go towards the conservation of two books:  The Spirit of Laws by Charles Louise de Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu (Aberdeen: 1756), owned by Samuel Chase (1741-1811), one of four Maryland signers of the Declaration of Independence and A Treatise of Captures in War by Richard Lee (London: 1759), owned by Samuel Chase, Jr. (1775-1841).  Both men are ancestors of the Foundation president.
To participate in this challenge, please make donations payable to the “DC Public Library Foundation” and note “ Peabody ” in the memo section of your check.  Checks may be mailed to DCPL Foundation, 901 G Street, NW , Washington , DC 20001 .  You can also donate online at www.dcplfoundation.org and click “yes” when asked if you’d like your donation to go to the Georgetown Fund. 
The DCPL Foundation is most grateful for this significant opportunity and hope that many will give to ensure that the full match is obtained.  For further information, please contact Anna Velazco, Executive Director of the DC Public Library Foundation at: 202-727-4943, email avelazco.dcplfoundation.org or online at www.dcplfoundation.org. 
University of Maryland, Digital Collections
Digital Collections at the University of Maryland, College Park, is pleased to announce several new features. Throughout 2009, the University of Maryland, College Park, has been participating in the Lyrasis Mass Digitization Collaborative.  Pledging to digitize 1300 volumes from their special collections holdings and make them available via the Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org/details/university_maryland_cp), the University of Maryland is now three-quarters complete with this project.  Among the items digitized are University-related materials, such as a complete run of yearbooks (1897-2008) and course catalogs (1859-1945); Maryland historical publications, such as assorted Baltimore City directories and books relating to the Civil War in Maryland; and Maryland state documents, such as Maryland house and senate documents and various education-related publications.
In August 2009, Digital Collections released their newest digital collection, "In Transition: Selected Poems by the Baroness Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven," (http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/transition/index.jsp).  An electronic edition of poetry by the Dadaist artist, performer, and poet Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven, this scholarly edition began as part of the dissertation entitled "The Makings of Digital Modernism" by Tanya Clement. The edition comprises digital surrogates and transcriptions of multiple manuscript versions of twelve poems by Freytag-Loringhoven. The original manuscripts are from the Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven papers, which are among the holdings in the Special Collections of the University of Maryland Libraries. The microfilm of the von Freytag-Loringhoven papers was recently digitized, and is now being uploaded and made available, at the folder level, via the finding aid in ArchivesUM (http://hdl.handle.net/1903.1/1501). 
University of Maryland, Michelle Smith Performing Arts Library
The University of Maryland’s Special Collections in Performing Arts is pleased to report that the American Society for Theatre Research (ASTR) Archives has been processed, and a finding aid is now available online (http://hdl.handle.net/1903.1/7500).  The collection spans ASTR’s founding in 1956 to the present, and reflects its efforts to foster theatre research both domestically and internationally through student and scholar exchanges, scholarly publications, and robust involvement with organizations such as the Council for Learned Societies and the International Federation for Theatre Research.

Caucus Representative 

Rob Jenson
New Jersey
A Major New Jersey Historical Resource Is Now Online

Princeton’s project to organize, archivally house, catalog, and scan all 16,000 sheets of its historic collection of Sanborn Company fire insurance maps of New Jersey has been completed. Accelerated last year with a New Jersey Historical Commission grant, the work has been in progress since 2003. Many deserve credit. Princeton students, part-time during the academic months and full-time during the summers, have done a major part of the housing and scanning work, particularly Heidi Lam ’08, Drew Dixon ’09, Nate Bickford ‘09, and Laural Huchel ’10. The Princeton University Library digital studio, run by Roel Muñoz and his dedicated staff (Erika Eggleston, Mary Marrero, Nicole Robinson, Joanna Tully), contributed about half of the images. All of the MARC cataloging of the sheets was done by Gail Smith, a senior bibliographic specialist in the Department of Rare Books and Special Collection. Wangyal Shaw, Princeton’s GIS librarian, handled the loading and processing of the digital files, and has recently implemented a new, simple-to-use, high-resolution viewer for the images.

 

The starting point to the online maps is this Excel spreadsheet:

http://libweb.princeton.edu/libraries/firestone/rbsc/aids/sanborn/sanborn-web.xls
 

Here, all the sheets are listed in alphabetical order by county, then by town/city, then chronologically by date.  Each town or city link leads to a town/city website that lists each individual sheet, grouped by year. Princeton, for example, has Sanborn sheets for 1885, 1890, 1905, 1902, 1906, 1911, 1918, 1927. Clicking on the individual sheet brings up its high-resolution digital image. Copyright restrictions prevent us from showing online images of post-1922 maps—but even those are listed on these websites and can be viewed in person in our department’s reading room in Firestone Library. If the sheet or year is not represented, we don’t have it. A good way to get an idea of which sheet you need to see is to start with an “overview” sheet, if one is provided in the list.

 

All the Sanborn records are also available by searching in Princeton University Library’s online catalog. There is one record for each city/town/year. A url in that record will also bring you to the town/city’s website. One easy way is to browse the maps in a subject search, using a phrase like “maps—new jersey”.

  

John Delaney, Curator

Historic Maps Collection

Princeton University Library
Mounmouth County Park System
2010 marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Monmouth County Park System, Monmouth County, NJ.  Proposed in 1960, today the Monmouth County Park System stewards over 14,000 acres of land in over 30 parks.    Historic Services Curator, Cheryl Stoeber-Goff and Seasonal Intern Kyle Waltz have spent the last year photographing artifacts and scanning documents, photographs and color slides in preparation for our two park publications and a future book documenting our park history.  For more information about the MCPS 50th Anniversary Celebration and see how far we've come, please go to www.monmouthcountyparks.com 
Cheryl Stoeber-Goff
Caucus Representative 
Dale Patterson
New York
From the New York State Archives
New York State Archives Awards $5.7 Million to Care for Public Records
The New York State Archives has awarded approximately $5.7 million in grants to hundreds of local governments and community organizations across the state.  These awards are intended to help those governments and organizations care for the records in their custody. The State Archives awarded 207 Local Government Record grant requests with an award total of approximately $5.6 million and 10 Documentary Heritage Program applications with an award total of $92,305.
Both the Documentary Heritage Program and the Local Government Records grants are funded from the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) which was enacted into law in 1989. The LGRMIF derives its revenues from a small percentage of the fees paid when people file or record documents with county clerks and the Register of the City of New York.
State Archives Sponsors 20th Annual Student Research Contest
To encourage students to use historical records, the New York State Archives is sponsoring the 20th annual Student Research Awards. The entry deadline is July 1, 2010 and is open to all New York students in grades 4-12 who use historical records in their research projects.  Eligible projects are computer-based entries, such as websites or PowerPoint presentations; exhibits; documentaries; performances; research for a historical marker, property or district; and traditional research papers.
Three awards are presented each year: grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-12. The awards consist of a framed certificate, a check for $100 from an endowment established by Regent Emerita Laura Chodos and her late husband Robert Chodos, an invitation to an awards luncheon and ceremony in Albany, and a tour of archival treasures at the State Archives.  Contest guidelines are available on the State Archives’ website at www.archives.nysed.gov and click on “Education”.
New Website Helps 9/11 Families Care for Records and Mementos
The State Archives and the New York State Historical Records Advisory Board are proud to announce the launch of 9/11 Memory & History: What to Save and How website.  This website was designed to reach out to people who lost family or friends on September 11, 2001, teaching them how to preserve the often ephemeral records of their loved ones and guiding them through the process of turning records over to an historical repository, when they’re ready.
The website includes a description of safe places to store records in the home; protective enclosures for collection items; an explanation of safely handling and displaying fragile items; preserving electronic files such as images, emails and web sites; and a list of print and web resources for assistance.  
Local Governments Can Now Submit Archives Grant Applications Online
The New York State Archives has developed an online application system enabling local governments to submit their Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) grant applications online.  Local governments who have not applied for a grant in the past three years can register for a username and password on the Archives’ website; those that have applied will automatically be registered.  Users will be able to submit the majority of their applications online; however the signature forms will need to be mailed to the State Archives postmarked by February 1, 2010.  All online grant applications are due by 5PM on February 1, 2010.  The State Archives strongly encourages local governments to attend the LGRMIF Grant Application Information Session workshops available across the state starting in November.  Local governments can register for workshops on the State Archives’ website at www.archives.nysed.gov and click on “Workshops.”
State Archives’ Document Showcase Highlights Rights of Women in Early New York History
The New York State Archives provides teachers and students with online access to historical records that illuminate the history of women’s rights in our state from its earliest days as New Netherland through the mid 19th century.  The Archives’ quarterly online Document Showcase features four important documents:
• an excerpt of a marriage contract from 1643

• a petition by a widow’s sons that she be granted a letter of administration from 1670

• a law excerpt from 1710 classifying women as equals of minors and those “not of Sound mind”

• a law excerpt from 1848 protecting the property of married women

Document Showcase is a quarterly feature that highlights a topic from State history using records from the New York State Archives.  Each Showcase includes sample documents, an historical sketch and links to educational activities for classroom use.  The topics are based upon the State Education Department’s core curriculum for 7th and 8th grade social studies as well as special events of that quarter.  The educational activities are created by a teacher and correlate to New York State learning standards.  Each Showcase also provides links within the State Archives’ website for further information on the topic.  In addition, because many early documents are difficult to read, translations and transcriptions are provided where necessary.  This quarter’s Document Showcase on women’s rights can be found on the Archives website at www.archives.nysed.gov.

Image included: NYSA_13036-78_V205_L1848_Ch200_p1.jpg (Excerpt from the Laws of New York from1848, Chapter 200, allowing women to own and manage real property separate from their husbands.)

State Archives’ Pilot Project Tests Presence on Social Networking Sites

The New York State Archives is participating in a New York State Education Department pilot project testing the value of social networking sites in the government environment.  The Archives currently has posted videos, images and news updates to Flickr, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  We welcome people to look at the sites and send us feedback either through the sites or via email at archinfo@mail.nysed.gov.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nys_archives/
http://www.facebook.com/nysarchives
http://www.youtube.com/nysarchives
http://twitter.com/nysarchives
The Archives of The College of New Rochelle had a display of recently donated manuscripts relevant to the construction and decoration of its historic National Register  administration building, Leland Castle, once home of hotel magnate, Simeon Leland (1816-1872). The display included bills, architectural sketches, and contracts of the supervising carpenter and decorator (c. 1853-57) adjacent to historic photographs of the Gothic Revival building.  The display was created by Archivist, Sister Martha Counihan and put online by Systems Librarian, Susan Acampora. The display can be seen at the Gill Library Website: 

http://www2.cnr.edu/home/library/index/htm

From SUNY Albany, M.E. Granander Department of Special Collections

Finding Aid Available Online for the Frank Moore Papers

The Department of Special Collections announces the completion of the online finding aid for the Frank Moore Papers. Frank Moore, a New York State politician and civil servant, held a wide range of elected and appointed positions during his fifty-year career. The collection consists primarily of the records of Moore's service in various elected and appointed positions. Materials include correspondence, memoranda, draft and final reports, research material, periodicals, photographs, meeting minutes and news clippings. Many series contain extensive files of internal research and reports that document the statistical information which guided the decision-making of Moore and his colleagues during Moore’s long career as a public servant. 

After his admission to the bar in 1924, Moore established a practice in Kenmore and became counsel to the town, village and school district of that name, beginning his lifelong engagement with the problems of municipal organization in New York State. From 1927 to 1932 he served as counsel to the New York State Joint Legislative Committee on the Revision of the Town Law and was one of the principal authors of the final revision enacted in 1932. In 1933, Moore helped establish the New York State Association of Towns and became its executive secretary. And in 1938 he served as a delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. 

In 1942, Moore was elected New York State Comptroller and in 1950 he ran for Lieutenant Governor as part of incumbent Governor Thomas Dewey's slate of Republican candidates. He was elected to the position and served until 1953. In 1953 he resigned from the position to take up the chairmanship of the Government Affairs Foundation, a foundation established by Nelson Rockefeller. He would hold this position for the next fifteen years until the dissolution of the Foundation in 1968. Concurrently with his service at the Foundation, Moore served as Chairman, SUNY Board of Trustees and chaired or served on a wide range of commissions, conferences and committees in New York State and in the United States. Moore holds the distinction of being one of two people to serve as a delegate to the New York State Constitutional Conventions of both 1938 and 1967.  Moore gradually retired from public service in the late 1960s for reasons of health. Moore died in 1978 in Crystal River, Florida. 

The url for the finding aid is at:  http://library.albany.edu/speccoll/findaids/apap223.htm
The Archives of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn has completed the first phase of its Senior Priest Oral History Project.  Initial project funding came from the Alive in Hope Foundation which awarded a grant to the Archives for the project.  Since the project’s inception in December of 2007 it has conducted interviews with thirty-six senior priests of the Diocese.  

The number of hours of interviews for each priest ranges from one to eight.  They encompass the entire life story of each priest from youth to retirement.  Preserving their recollections enables us to not only save an important part of diocesan history, but also local and ethnic history as well. Topics covered range from memories of family, parish and neighborhood as a youth through seminary training and ordination to priestly ministry in parishes and specialized ministries.  These priests were ordained between the end of World War II and the beginning of Vatican II, so many of their recollections look at both the pre-Vatican II era as well as the post-Vatican II era.  Individual priest’s memories can include experiences working and living with African-Americans, Italians, Hispanics and other ethnic communities, depending on their own ethnic background and where they were assigned. It is believed that this is the most extensive program of its kind ever undertaken by a diocese in the United States.  

The oral history project made progress under the leadership of Joseph Coen, C. A., Archivist, and the project director, Dr. Patrick McNamara, who also conducted many interviews.  Over eighty-one hours of video interviews have been recorded.  Nine priests’ interviews have been transcribed to date, but the project plans to have transcripts and indexes for every interview in order to provide access to the information about individuals, places, events and subjects mentioned in them.  

Project staff anticipates that the information contained in the interviews will interest people researching diocesan, parish and local history, sociologists and others interested in neighborhood and ethnic history. It will also educate students at various academic levels.  The Archives staff also envisions using the material for the diocesan website and other internal purposes.  

The Archives is seeking funding from other sources to enable staff to interview the rest of the priests living at Douglaston, as well as other senior priests living elsewhere, in future years.  Anyone wishing to contribute to the project should contact Joseph Coen , Archivist, R. C. Diocese of Brooklyn, 310 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn NY 11215.

The University at Buffalo is pleased to announce the launch of its installation of an XTF-based database for its EAD finding aids. The site provides access to finding aids from the University Archives, Law Library, and Music Library. Finding aids from the Poetry Collection are soon to be added. The installation is a work in progress with more features to be added as we progress.

The site is available at <http://libweb1.lib.buffalo.edu:8080/xtf/search>

John Bewley

Music Library

University at Buffalo, The State University of New York

716 645-0614

jmbewley@buffalo.edu

Columbia University Medical Center
The Archives and Special Collections at Columbia University Medical Center is pleased to announce that the papers of Maya Rivière Ward have been processed and are open to the public. 

Mary Richey (Maya) Rivière Ward (1908-1989) was an important mid-20th century American expert in the rehabilitation of the disabled.  Her path to that career was an unusual one; she received a BA from Agnes Scott College in 1928, and later studied at Julliard. Her theatrical career was halted by tuberculosis. In 1949, following several years of recovery, she was awarded one of the first Fulbright Scholarships, which enabled her to study at Oxford University under G.D.H. Cole, a notable economic historian, detective novelist and member of the Fabian Society. She earned a D.Phil. in 1954 for her dissertation “Rehabilitation of the Disabled, with Special Reference to the Administration of the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act.” 

As Director of Rehab Codes, Inc., Rivière coordinated the groups that produced the Rehabilitation Codes, conducted extensive research that shaped the final text of the code itself, and also served as the administrator of Rehab Codes, Inc. The Rehabilitation Codes standardized and codified the language used to describe a broad spectrum of disabilities and redefined the national and international medical community’s concept of the purpose and impact of rehabilitation.

Some highlights of the collection are disability and rehabilitation-related ephemera from both Britain and the United States dating from 1949-1970 and personal diaries documenting Ward’s trials and tribulations as a New York City landlord in the 1960s and ’70s.

Finding aid link:

http://library.cpmc.columbia.edu/hsl/archives/findingaids/riviere.html 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons Civil War Veterans list
(http://library.cpmc.columbia.edu/hsl/archives/civilwar.html). 

This list contains records for 409 alumni of the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons who served in the American Civil War from 1861-1865. Information was gathered from the Alumni Directories of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 1866, 1880, and 1891; War Records of Graduates and Students Who Served in the Army and Navy During the Rebellion, a list of Civil War veterans from all of the schools at Columbia compiled by the University in 1898; the alumni section of the Columbia University General Catalog of 1906; Trustee and faculty minutes from the College of Physicians and Surgeons from 1861-1865; and information submitted by descendents of individual alumni.

The Alumni directories and catalogs relied on data supplied by the alumni themselves as well as information released by the War Department and individual branches of the military. The authors of those works noted at the time of publication that they "might not yet be complete," and, while every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, that is still true today.

The list contains information about alumni from the Class of 1821 through the Class of 1870. Each record includes the name, date of graduation, branch of the military/unit, years of service and notes regarding manner of death for alumni who died or are thought to have died in service. There is no death information for alumni who did not die in service. If the alumnus served in the US Navy and the name of his ship(s) could be found, that information is also included.  In addition, there is no academic or biographical information in the Civil War Veterans list. Please contact the Archives & Special Collections for further information about individual alumni.

Caucus Representative

Ray LaFever
Pennsylvania

No report.
Caucus Representative

Linda A. Ries

Virginia
No report.
Caucus Representative
Catherine OBrion
West Virginia
No report. 
Caucus Representative
Nat DeBruin
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