Chair’s Report
Winter 2011 Steering Committee Meeting
February 4, 2011
Appointments
Appointed Sharmila Bhatia as Chair of Publications Committee
Appointed Linda Angle Miller to the Publications Committee
Appointed Jan Zastrow to serve as Representative to the National Coalition for History.
Appointed Kelly Spring to the Finding Aids Awards Committee

Other Correspondence
Thank you to Jenny Swadosh regarding her compliments about the EAD workshop offered in Harrisburg.

Other Activities
Provided suggestions for candidates to Nominations and Elections Chair

Respectfully Submitted,
Danna Bell-Russel
MARAC Chair

February 4, 2011
TO:

MARAC STEERING COMMITTEE

FROM: HOLLY KALBACH, MARAC ADMINISTRATOR
RE:

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Submitted to the Steering Committee on Friday, February 4, 2011, in Baltimore, MD.
Membership Statistics
There are currently 804 active members (as of January 31, 2011):
715 Regular Members
30 Retired Members
59 Student Members
The current state caucus memberships are as follows:
DC: 124
Delaware: 37
Maryland: 151
New Jersey: 122
New York: 177
Pennsylvania: 201
Virginia: 116
West Virginia: 10
Note: As some members may be part of more than one caucus, total membership numbers and
total state caucus numbers may differ.
Number of new membership applications received and entered into database:
November 2010: 15
December 2010: 4
January 2011: 9

Current and Upcoming Projects
Mid-Atlantic Archivist: The MARAC Administrator is working with the Dickinson College Print
Center designers to facilitate Publications Committee’s plan to update the MAA design. Future
issues will be printed and distributed (in color) through Dickinson College. The updates are
projected to be reflected in the upcoming winter edition.

MARAC Spring Conference: Planning for the MARAC Spring 2011 Conference has begun and
will continue through the upcoming months.

Issues for Steering
MemberClicks Elists: Currently, in order to join an Elist, a member must have the proper
selections chosen/highlighted in his or her profile in MemberClicks (i.e. in order to join the PA
Caucus, one must highlight “Pennsylvania Caucus” in order to successfully join the Elist).
However, there are no restrictions that prohibit any member from selecting any caucus or
committee in his or her profile and therefore no restrictions that prevent a member from joining
an Elist. The question I would like to raise is whether committee Elists, in particular, should be
for appointed members only and if so, how do we ensure this is upheld? One suggestion is to
add a note in member profiles that clearly states, “Only check boxes for those committees on
which you are currently serving.” Another suggestion is to make the committee section private,
which would require the MARAC Administrator to manually add each committee member to an
Elist when he or she is currently serving in a respective committee. Please note that the
“committee interest” section would still be available for members to check the committees on
which they would be willing and interested in serving.
The MARAC Administrator requests Steering Committee’s feedback in regard to this issue.
E-List Problems: It has been brought to my attention that some Steering Committee members
experienced problems when attempting to send messages through MemberClicks to Elist
members in January. They were receiving an error message stating that the text of their message
could not be saved. MemberClicks was contacted on three separate occasions. MemberClicks
informed me that the problems may have been a result of “maintenance on the back end” and
informed me that problems were solved. However, I understand some members continue to
experience problems with this function. MemberClicks cannot determine that there is an issue,
but will continue looking into the problem. If any members continue to experience problems
with the website, please contact me immediately so we can work to resolve the issue in a timely
manner.

Vice Chair (MCC) Report
3 February 2011
Meeting Chase:
A representative from HelmsBrisoce is investigating a “New York City”
meeting venue for us.
Planned Meetings:
Alexandria, VA
Program will be mailed the end of next week.
Theme: Sensational Archives
When: May 5-7, 2011
Where: Alexandria, VA
Hotel: Westin Alexandria
Room rate: $169
Local Arrangements Co-Chairs Jeff Flannery (Manuscript
Division Library of Congress) and John LeGloahec (NARA).
Program Committee Co-Chairs Erin Corley (Archives of
American Art Smithsonian Institution) and Gina Rappaport
(Department of Anthropology, National Museum of Natural
History).
Update: Prior to program publication, it was discovered that the
now infamous Thomas Lowry (recently accused of changing the
date on a NARA Abraham Lincoln document) was slated to be on
a panel dealing with researching the Civil War. After much
discussion amongst LAC and PC Co-Chairs, he was removed
from the session out of fear that his presence would be a
disruption to the session and potentially to the meeting overall.
LAC and PCs are concerned about this not getting out to the
general membership. Please use discretion. Also, as of this
writing he has not yet been notified, so again, please use your
discretion. He will be notified in the next 24 hours.
Bethlehem, PA
When: October 20-22, 2011
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**** Please note this is a change. ****
Where: Bethlehem, PA
Hotel: Historic Hotel Bethlehem
Room rate: $129
Local Arrangements Triumvirate: Ilhan Citak (Lehigh
University), Michael Knies (University of Scranton), and Diane
Windham Shaw (Lafayette College)
Program Committee Co-Chairs: Kate Colligan and Valerie-Anne
Lutz (American Philosophical Society Library)
Almost Planned Meeting:
Cape May, NJ
When: Spring 2012
Where: Congress Hotel
Room rate: $139 or $159 – depending on date
Program Committee Co-Chairs: Bob Golon and Alan Delozier
Submitted by

Mary K. Mannix
Vice Chair

TO:

MARAC OFFICERS
STATE CAUCUS REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
MARAC ADMINISTRATOR
MARAC ARCHIVIST

FROM: JIM GERENCSER, MARAC TREASURER
RE:

TREASURER/FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Respectfully submitted to the Steering Committee on Tuesday, February 1 in advance of the
Winter 2011 meeting to be held in Baltimore, MD on February 4, 2011.
1. Highlights of the First Quarter Treasurer’s Report (see attached) are listed below.
• The income is from membership dues, bank interest, Fall 2010 conference
income, and MAA advertising and subscriptions, off-meeting workshops, and
gifts to operations.
• Expenses are from administrator’s salary, MemberClicks fees, printing and
mailing charges, Fall 2010 conference costs, the Custer and Finch Awards, travel
and MAI scholarships, office supplies and phone service, investment losses, and
credit card transaction fees.
2. Average returns on investment for MARAC’s accounts during the previous quarter are
listed below.
• PNC Savings Account – 0.3%
• PNC Certificate of Deposit – 0.9%
• Vanguard Bonds – -1.4%
3. John Woods made a payment of $1,000 toward the C. Herbert Finch Award, fulfilling his
total pledge of $5,000 for the establishment of the award.
4. Attached is the final financial report for the Fall 2010 meeting in Harrisburg, PA. Due to
a very strong turnout, profits exceeded budget by more than $1000, with a total profit of
more than $10,800.
5. Accountant Gordon Novinsky has prepared IRS Tax Form 990 for MARAC for FY2010.

6. Attached is an audit of the MARAC financial records for FY2010, prepared by Gordon
Novinsky, who found the records to be in good order.
7. The PNC Bank CD acquired last year at a value of $5,000.00 will mature on February 7,
and the funds ($5049.04) will be redeposited in the savings account. A PNC Bank CD of
$10,000 was acquired on January 28, and it will mature after 13 months.
As you are all well aware, interest rates for standard savings accounts and certificates of
deposit are at historic lows. As a point of comparison, the average return on investment
from the MARAC savings account and CD for calendar year 2010 was 0.42% – roughly
$275 derived from $65,000. For calendar year 2008, the average return on investment
from the savings account and CDs was 1.89% – roughly $1467 derived from $78,000.
During calendar year 2010, the Vanguard Bonds offered a 4.2% return – roughly $2900
derived from $69,000. For calendar year 2008, the average return on investment from the
bonds was 1.23% – roughly $432 derived from $35,100. (An additional $30,000 was
invested in Vanguard Bonds during FY09.)
Currently, nearly half of MARAC assets are invested in the Vanguard Bonds. In the
interest of maintaining relative liquidity of MARAC’s other assets, but at the same time
trying to maximize what little interest can be earned from savings and certificates of
deposit, the Finance Committee plans to acquire CDs every two to three months, taking
advantage of what are likely to be slightly better rates by moving a larger percentage of
funds from savings to CDs.
8. Committee and caucus chairs will be asked to send their budget requests to the MARAC
Treasurer between April 1 and April 15. A standardized request form will be provided.

MARAC Archivist Report
February/2011
(for the Winter Steering Committee Meeting, Baltimore, MD)

I have enjoyed working with four MARAC officers with research queries since
the Harrisburg meeting. In addition, I have been engaged in the work of the newlyformed Electronic Resources Committee, and look forward to a productive relationship
with our new MARAC webmaster, Matthew Strauss, as we move forward with additional
content edits and enhancements to the MARAC website, some of which involve my
direct participation. Another near-term assignment is to review applications as an exofficio member of the Distinguished Awards Committee.
As time allows, I have also been reviewing and inventorying recent accessions to
the MARAC Archives, leading ultimately towards integrating those accessions into the
core collection and representing that content in an updated finding aid for the Archives.
Summer/2012 will mark the 40th anniversary of MARAC as an organization.
While I don’t have any well-defined ideas, it might behoove us to begin to think about
ways in which this event can be celebrated--possibly involving the MARAC Archives but
possibly also a time in which the leadership of MARAC can encourage the membership
to mark this occasion by making special contributions to the organization’s foundation
accounts.
Finally, I plan to drive my “MARAC wagon” to Baltimore, bringing with me two
of my colleagues from Hornbake Library who also serve on the Steering Committee
presently. But I will have plenty of capacity to take on any non-current records you
might have to retire to the Archives (the assumption being that at least of few of you still
have conventional, paper-based files).

Lauren Brown
MARAC Archivist
University of Maryland

